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Welcome to
St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School
We are a friendly and welcoming village school,
which operates as a close-knit family with strong
links with its community.
I took over the leadership of this school in
September 2019, inheriting a school that had
experienced a long history of change and
turbulence. St Andrew’s needed someone to love it
and invest in it and grow with it, to transform it into
the amazing school it is now.
It is a privilege to lead a team of excellent teachers
and support staff to nurture and educate our
dedicated and hard-working children to reach and
exceed their potential.
Mrs Diane Fawcett
Headteacher
You are a Child of God. You are wonderfully made, dearly
loved, and precious in His sight. Before God made you, He
knew you… There is no one else like you!
Psalm 139
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Our Mission, our Vision, our Promise
Our Mission
At St Andrew’s Primary School, we aim to inspire our children
to become inquisitive, reflective individuals with an
enthusiasm for learning. Our Christian values of love, trust and
wisdom as well as a thorough consideration of our children’s
well-being and happiness is at the heart of everything we do.
We provide a range of learning experiences within a balanced
and challenging curriculum, that enable all children to develop
their appreciation and awareness of the world around them as
well as building their interpersonal skills and resilience. Our
cross-curricular approach enables our children to make
meaningful links with their learning and ensures that every
member of our St Andrew’s family is supported in, and
encouraged to build, strong relationships, celebrate diversity
and equality, encourage respect and build a sense of
community. We enable children to take on key roles within the
school developing a sense of responsibility, and we encourage
active participation in our wider community through
involvement with local events and organisations.
Our embedded Christian values, PSHE lessons and whole
school worship assemblies promote positive attitudes which
reflect the values and skills needed for future learning and
success in modern Britain. Children leave St Andrew’s Primary
School with a strong sense of belonging and are proud that
they have developed the confidence and skills needed to be
learners for life.

Our Vision
 Through our Christian values we
promote happiness, care,
consideration and respect for all,
we build confidence,
independence and self-esteem.
 Enjoying success within a
healthy, safe, and stimulating
environment, we learn in an
engaging and exciting way.
 As life-long learners, everyone in
our school community is
encouraged to achieve
excellence in all they do.

Our Promise
 To love and nurture the children
to enable them to be happy and
successful lifelong learners.
 To empower our children to be
responsible citizens; and to meet
and exceed their academic
potential.
 To ensure the children leave St
Andrew’s as reflective, confident
and resilient individuals who are
equipped to follow their dreams!
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Our St Andrew’s Family
Christian Ethos and St Andrew’s Church
St Andrew's Church of England Primary School serves its community by
providing an education of the highest quality within the context of
Christian Belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of the
meaning and significance of faith, and promotes Christian values through
the experiences it offers to all its pupils. As a Church of England Primary
School we promote a Christian ethos and an understanding of the beliefs
and traditions of the Christian faith as interpreted by the Church of
England. Christian based assemblies are held every day and children are
encouraged to develop a reflective spirituality. Prayers are said every day.
We aim to provide each child with the opportunity to achieve his or her
potential regardless of background. We endeavour to do this by promoting
the whole child: spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical. While in our
care, we want every child to believe that they are amazing, loved, valued,
wonderful and unique, because God made them that way.
‘Anything is possible if a person believes’ Mark 9:23
We consider it important that children are given strong moral and spiritual
guidance as part of their education, so they are able to judge right from
wrong and develop their own spirituality.
We teach Christian values explicitly through our daily collective worship,
using our Collective Worship calendar as a starting point. This is then
extended into the classroom and in to daily life in school. In addition to this
we visit St Andrew's Church, Weeley for significant events.
Our values of Love, Trust and Wisdom are at the heart of everything we do.
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Our Community, our Environment, our Wellbeing
Local Community
Our local community plays a significant part in the life of St Andrew’s.
From our local church to support from local businesses and PTFA events
we encourage local people to be involved in the direction of our school.
Support has included: flower beds for KS1 & EYFS, music equipment
donations, bequests to support the spiritual life of St Andrew’s.

Forest School
At St Andrew’s, our Forest School provides a nurturing
space that supports our children’s wellbeing by providing
and implementing positive, outdoor, child centred
experiences in a natural setting.

Wellbeing at St Andrew’s

Children are active, take ownership of their learning and
develop their self-esteem through a variety of
independent tasks. Children develop knowledge of
sustainability and respect for their learning environment
and the outdoors as a whole.

At St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School, our aim is to care for and develop the whole child educationally,
emotionally, spiritually, morally and physically. As well as caring for their education we also care for their mental
health and wellbeing and feel that it is essential to provide children with information to enable them to make life
long, well informed decisions about their diet and health.
We aim to promote positive mental health and wellbeing for every member of our school community. We
recognise how important mental health and wellbeing is to our lives in the same way as physical health. We
recognise that children’s mental health and overall wellbeing can affect their learning and achievement.
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Our Curriculum
At St Andrew’s Primary School, our curriculum is designed to
inspire our children to become inquisitive, reflective individuals
with an enthusiasm for learning. Our Christian values of love, trust
and wisdom, and a thorough consideration of our children’s wellbeing and happiness is at the heart of everything we do.
We follow the National Curriculum here at St Andrew’s and it
includes learning opportunities such as:
Creative writing;
Science experiments;
Forest school and outdoor learning;
Reading support through DSR;
Nurture provision and counselling support to develop
resilience and wellbeing;
Residential, local and national visits;
Learning with the Diocese of Chelmsford;
Developing mathematics confidence and proficiency;
Understanding of the Christian message and world
religions;
Enrichment activities such as: football, theatre, choir,
basketball, running, music clubs;
Music tuition and instrument hire;
Online Maths support such as: Times Table Rock Stars and
White Rose.
A sensory and spiritual learning zone: The Prayer Space.
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Our Curriculum
English
At St Andrew’s we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop
our children’s love of reading and ensure that they are coherent and
proficient communicators. This helps the children to become confident
writers, understanding the power of vocabulary and how it can be
manipulated for a range of audiences and purposes.
English skills are integral to our whole school curriculum, from EYFS to Year
6. Our cross-curricular approach enables our children to make meaningful
links with their learning and ensures that every member of our St
Andrew’s family is supported in, and encouraged to build strong
relationships, celebrate diversity, encourage respect and build a sense of
community. Children are encouraged to apply their writing skills to a range
of audiences and purposes – making links to the reasons why we write.
This is closely linked to a wide range of fiction and non-fiction as well as
stories and poetry from a range of cultures and backgrounds.

Maths
We aim to build a Mathematics curriculum which develops independent
learning and results in the acquisition of life-long knowledge and skills so
that all pupils know more, remember more and understand more.
Our curriculum will enable pupils to make rich connections across
mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and
competency in solving increasingly sophisticated problems.
We aim to encourage a growth mindset approach in mathematics,
building self-esteem, resilience and confidence in applying mathematical
skills through our Christian values of Love, Trust and Wisdom.

Foundation Subjects
At St Andrew’s, we follow the
National Curriculum and have
designed our topics to motivate
and inspire our children whilst
ensuring that it is relevant to
them and their community.
We have a cross-curricular, skillsbased approach to all subjects.
The children learn through
various exciting topics (such as
Keep the Home Fires Burning,
Fire and Ice, Lock them in the
Tower, Earth’s Precious Lungs
and Dragons and Invaders).
Through our curriculum, we
promote British Values and
ensure the children have an
appreciation and awareness of
other cultures and the world
around them.
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Our Learning Environment - Reception
Welcome to Reception! We have a loving, dedicated team of
staff who enjoy working with the children to help them develop
and grow.
St Andrew’s Early Years focuses on creating a learning
environment that engages and challenges your child to become
an independent learner. The team guide your child to develop
high self-esteem, confidence and independence in all they do,
generating firm foundations for life-long learning. They
promote our Christian Values of Love, Trust and Wisdom
through respectful play and discussion, ensuring that the
children understand the importance of treating others with
love and respect.
Over the year the children will learn All About Us, thinking about
the things that make us different and special, looking at
Traditional Tales and retelling our favourite stories. We will also
be going on Bear Hunts and Teddy Bear picnics before
celebrating New Life with our Easter Chicks. We will end the
year by studying which creatures live Under the Sea and
becoming Super Heroes of our own!
We use Tapestry to record the children’s observations in
school. You will be set up with an account to access this and
you are also able to add your own observations to share with
the class teacher.
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Our Learning Environment - KS1
Located in the same building as Reception, our Year 1 and Year
2 children learn, grow and play in the bright and stimulating
environment of their classrooms, where they explore a range of
exciting topics. We aim to provide exciting, hands-on
experiences that support the development of key skills in
literacy and numeracy. Learning from experience allows our
pupils to become confident writers and mathematicians
We support all pupils to develop quickly into independent
readers through our Daily Supported Reading programme. We
promote reading for pleasure, and adults share a range of
novels and non-fiction texts to support our cross-curricular
topics.
We make full use of our outdoor learning environment,
enjoying forest school activities, playing on our extensive field
and playground spaces, and caring for our environment. We use
our garden spaces to enjoy planting and growing flowers and
vegetables, and to create areas for nature to thrive. We also
enjoy a range of games and sporting activities, and learn with
external coaches.
We encourage every child in our care to reach their full
potential, love learning, be inquisitive, creative, confident,
independent and happy.
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Our Learning Environment - KS2
In KS2, our core values of Love, Trust and Wisdom underpin
everything we do. Our committed, inspiring KS2 team work hard to
ensure that every child thrives in their care. We establish and maintain
a safe, stimulating and respectful learning environment where every
child can flourish and meet their full potential.
Through our Christian values we promote happiness, care,
consideration and respect for all, we build confidence, independence
and self-esteem. Enjoying success within a healthy, safe, and
stimulating environment, we learn in an engaging and exciting way.
As life-long learners, everyone in our school community is encouraged
to achieve excellence in all we do.
Our children learn through cross-curricular, exciting topics and are
encouraged to reflect on their developing skills. They ask ‘big
questions’ across each subject they study to deepen their
understanding further. To enhance our curriculum, the children also
have various opportunities to explore the world around them through
our successful Forest School programme as well as awe-inspiring
school visits. Some highlights include the Year 6 residential to
Kingswood and trips to the Tower of London and Sutton Hoo.
We take pride in supporting our children to grow and develop into the
happy, confident individuals who are prepared for the adventures
that await them in secondary school and beyond. They are not only
passionate learners, but also well-rounded individuals who are
resilient and optimistic when faced with challenges.
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Our Learning Opportunities
Our Clubs
At St Andrew’s we offer a range of extra-curricular clubs including:








Football with Colchester Utd.
Basketball and Handball with Cannons Basketball Ltd.
Girls Football and Running Club.
Our School Choir.
Theatre Club for all ages.
Christian Roadshow.
Extensive music provision with our bespoke music room (with the
opportunity to hire: violins, guitar, flutes and clarinets).

Our Local Church
Although Weeley as a settlement is noted in the Doomsday Book, valued
at £19,- and one ounce of gold, the first mention of a church is in a taxation
return of 1291. It is likely that a church was built close to Weeley Hall, the
Manor of Weeley, where the settlement was at that time. Later of course
the heart of the village moved away from these buildings leaving it in the
fields as we find it today.
St Andrew’s Church has been very much part of the community in Weeley
ever since it was established and it remains as the Parish church providing
a Christian witness and serving the parish as it has for nearly a thousand
years. Our school has had links with St Andrew’s Church going back to
when the school was founded in 1797. We currently attend Harvest
Festival and Christmas Carol Concerts at the Church.
Our school has benefited from support from local vicars and Trust support
to provide Christian teaching and guidance.
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Our Partners in Learning – Weeley Rainbow Pre-School
Weeley Rainbow Pre-School Ltd is registered GOOD with OFSTED
from its latest Inspection in January 2018 and a member of the PreSchool Learning Alliance.
Weeley Rainbow Preschool serves the local community of Weeley
although many of their children come from outside of this area. We
are registered to accept children from ages 2-5 years old. It has been
in its current location since 2002 when it moved from the village hall
into the school grounds. We provide a safe, secure and stimulating
environment in which the children can learn through play about the
world around them. We have very strong links to St Andrew’s and
offer our older children the opportunity to spend time with the KS1
Reception children within the school.

Our Partners in Learning – Breakfast Club
At St. Andrew’s we believe that the right start to the day is vital
in enabling success. That’s why our breakfast club is open to
everyone and offers children a safe and engaging environment
in which they can start their school day. As well as fun and games
for everyone, we provide a range of healthy and exciting
breakfast options.
We are currently running breakfast club in our year group
bubbles, enabling all children to access the club safely and in
accordance with COVID guidance. Breakfast club opens at
7:30am and is available free of charge to anyone who is eligible
for Pupil Premium Funding. We would love to have more
children join us for breakfast so please enquire at the school
office or Dojo message.
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Our Partners in Learning – Special Educational Needs
St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School as a community
reflects and celebrates the diversity of Christ’s kingdom where the
able and gifted can learn from and with, those with disabilities or
learning difficulties of whatever form.
Our commitment is to the needs of every child and this policy
addresses our responsibility for those children with special
educational needs whether long or short term, related to physical,
mental, emotional or behavioural difficulties, or learning needs.
We aim to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, and to develop
an environment where all children can achieve their best, become
confident individuals living fulfilling lives and feeling safe.
We believe that educational inclusion is about equal opportunities
for all learners.
All teachers are teachers of children who have special educational
needs and therefore fulfil their responsibility by meeting the
needs of all children through:
 Differentiating the curriculum and varying their teaching
styles in order to meet the variety of needs that children
display.
 Assessing needs in conjunction with the SENCo, parents
and pupils.
 Providing suitable materials which will help the children in
their care to consolidate practise and extend their skills.
 Providing the necessary time for these activities, either
individually or in small groups, during the school day.
Please contact our SENCo, Mr Wainford for a discussion about how
we can meet your child’s needs.
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Your Child’s Future
Why you should choose St Andrew’s
Our school is based on Christian principles and values
We provide a supportive, secure and stimulating environment for
the children.
Our school is one family
Every member of staff knows the children at St Andrew’s – this is a
real community, We promote belonging and a real sense of unity.
Our nurturing environment
Our values mean children are encouraged to care for and support
each other - a skill which they learn for life. Children have the
chance to spend time with different year groups. Playing together
creates a wonderfully positive environment for all.
Our staff
Our team is passionate and highly committed to providing the very
best for our children.
Our unique location
We take full advantage of the abundance of open space, fresh air
and wildlife right on our doorstep. Forest School, nature walks, den
building and mini beast discoveries are very much an everyday part
of school life!
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Have some questions?
What the timings are of
the school day?

 Playground gate opens at 8.35 am.
 School doors open at 8.40 am.
 All children should be in class for registration by 8.55 am.
 Morning session: 9.00 am – 12.15 pm.
 Lunch break: 12:15 pm til 1:10 pm.
 Afternoon session: 1.15 pm – EYFS & KS1 3:10 pm, KS2 3:15 pm.

What are the uniform
requirements?

All children are required to wear uniform. The school colours are bottle green
and gold. Various items: school coats, fleece jackets, ties, PE and book bags, hats,
sweatshirts and T-shirts are available from online supplier ‘Anglia Sports and
Schoolwear Ltd’. Please visit our website for full details –
https://st-andrewsprisch-weeley.co.uk/key-information/uniform/
If your child has been diagnosed with a medical condition then please let us know
immediately. You may be asked to provide a letter from your GP or consultant
to confirm the diagnosis and this may result in us writing a Health Care Plan to
ensure that we offer the best care for them.
St Andrew’s is a Healthy School and this forms an important part of our ethos
of supporting children to make the right choices in life. Healthy snacks are
encouraged and our hot food menu is available to view on our website.

How do I share medical
information?
How do snacks and
lunches work at St
Andrew’s?
How accessible is the
school site?
How do you communicate
with parents?
Who do I contact if I have
any concerns?

Our building has level access and we have taken reasonable steps to ensure that
the site is as accessible as possible. Our school complies with the Equalities Act
2010, which stipulates that schools have in place an Accessibility Plan. This is
available on the school website.
Teachers will speak to a parent or guardian when children are picked up, in the
first instance or via a telephone call if necessary. The majority of our
communication is completed via ClassDojo. You can download the app here:
https://www.classdojo.com/signup/
If you have any concerns at all the first point of contact is the class teacher but
you can arrange Zoom meetings with the Headteacher, Mrs Fawcett or if you
have an SEND concern, Mr Wainford (SENCo) via the details below.

Get in touch with us!
St Andrew’s Church of England Primary School
Old Clacton Road, Weeley, Clacton-on-Sea
Essex, CO16 9LW
office.staweeley@dcvst.org
www.st-andrewsprisch-weeley.co.uk
Tel No: 01255 830234
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St Andrew’s
Church of England Primary School
Old Clacton Road, Weeley, Clacton-on-Sea,
Essex, CO16 9LW
office.staweeley@dcvst.org
www.st-andrewsprisch-weeley.co.uk

Tel No: 01255 830234

