
St Andrew’s Topic Map  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

EY
FS

 

Super Duper You! 
What is unique about me? 
 
Children will learn about themselves 
and discussing people who are 
important to us and who help us. 
Children will learn vocabulary linked 
to families and talk about jobs family 
members do. The children will 
discuss feelings and link this to The 
Colour Monster book.  
 
 
Super Duper You: Sophy Henn 

Once Upon a time…  
Can you retell your favourite fairy 
tale? 
 
Children will listen to, discuss, 
roleplay and read traditional tales. 
They will learn about the beginning, 
middle and end of the story and 
begin to describe characters and 
events in the stories. 
 
The Gingerbread Man, The Three 
Little Pigs, The Enormous Turnip and 
The Little Red Hen. 

Step back in time… 
Was our school here when dinosaurs 
roamed the world?  
 
Children will learn about memories 
and how objects and people help us 
remember last week, last year, when 
I was a baby… The children will find 
out when their school was built and 
how old each part of the school is. 
The children is discuss recent events 
and events from a long time ago.  
 
Wilfred Gordon Mcdonald Partridge 
by Mem Fox 

New Life 
Can you explain the life cycle of a 
chicken? 
 
Children will think about life cycles of 
a butterfly, chickens and humans. 
They will explore the cycle of chicks 
and have the opportunity to take 
care of ‘Easter Chicks’ at school.  
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar: Eric Carle 

Commotion in the Ocean 
What lives under the sea? 
 
Children will learn about different sea 
creatures and start to ask what life 
might be like under the sea. They will 
find out which oceans some animals 
live in and discuss plastic pollution in 
the oceans and how we can help to 
solve this problem.  
 
 
Commotion in the Ocean: Giles 
Andreae 

Our World 
Do bears live in the woods near the 
school?  
 
The children will learn about the local 
area and the features near our 
school. They will learn about animals 
and insects found in our local 
environment and discuss where we 
are in the world.  
 
 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by 
Michael Rosen 
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Peru 
Where do the animals live 
and grow?  
 
Children will build on their 
learning in EYFS by 
learning about Peru with a 
focus on the story of 
Paddington Bear.  They 
will learn about what it is 
like in Peru and then think about the 
life of Paddington and what the 
Browns would need to do to look 
after him properly and make him feel 
at home!  
 
Paddington Bear – Michael Bond   

Pets 
How do we show we care 
about God’s animals?  
 
To continue from Autumn 
1, the children will work on 
scientifically classifying 
animals according to their 
characteristics. They will also learn 
about the habitats of a wider range 
of animals and the difference 
between living and non-living things. 
They will also learn about pets and 
taking care of animals responsibly.  
 
 
Sophie’s Snail – Dick King Smith    

Castles 
Is a castle the same as a 
palace? 
 
Children will learn about real and 
fictional castles and palaces referring 
to prior learning on traditional tales. 
They will also learn about why castles 
were built and what the different 
features of a castle are.  
 
 
 
 
 
The Adventures of the Wishing 
Chair – Enid Blyton 

Toys 
What are toys made of?  
 
Children will learn about toys and 
properties of different materials used 
in producing toys from the past to 
present day. They will learn about 
gender equality with toys (e.g. boys 
can like dolls and girls can enjoy 
football too!).  
 
 
 
 
 
That Rabbit Belongs to Emily Brown 
– Cressida Cowell    

Not All Heroes Wear Capes 
What do you want to be 
when you grow up?  
 
Children will learn about 
different jobs and people 
who help us including the 
emergency services. In 
history, they will learn 
about Mary Seacole and 
Florence Nightingale. 
 
 
 
 
Great Women Who Worked Wonders 
– Kate Pankhurst 

Out of this World: Space 
What would it be like to 
live in space?  
 
Children will complete 
non-fiction work on the 
planets of the solar 
system, Neil Armstrong and the 
moon landings. They will also create 
their own imaginary planets and 
aliens considering life in space and 
seasonal changes.   
 
 
 
 
Man on the Moon – Simon Bartram  
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Wheels, Wings and other things 
What was life like before 
the invention of cars and 
aeroplanes? 
 
Children will learn about the different 
types of transport that we have now 
and compare it to how people of the 
past used to travel around the 
country/world. They will consider the 
benefits of new types of transport 
and also consider fictional methods 
of transport.  
 
 
 
 
 
James and the Giant Peach by Roald 
Dahl 
 

Chocolate!  
How is chocolate made? 
What packaging do you 
need to protect 
chocolate? 
 
Children will learn about 
the development of 
chocolate from cocoa bean to bar. 
They will learn where it comes from 
and the process of making chocolate 
and about the life of people in 
different countries involved in the 
making of chocolate and farming.  
They will then design and make their 
own sweet creations that could be 
sold in a shop near you!  
 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – 
Roald Dahl  

Fire and Ice: Great Fire of London 
What was great about 
the Fire in the City of 
London in 1666? 
 
The children will learn about London 
at the time of the Great Fire of 
London. They will learn about the 
materials that peoples homes were 
built from and how they are different 
to materials used in modern homes. 
They will learn about why the fire 
started and about Samuel Pepys and 
his famous diary. As part of this topic, 
they will also learn about fire safety.  
 
 
 
Visual Literacy - The Grisly Great Fire 
of London – CBBC  

Fire and Ice: Life in Antarctica 
How is life successful in 
extremes of heat and 
cold?  

 
The children will learn 
about the habitat of 
Antarctica and how 
animals, with a focus on penguins 
specifically, live in that environment. 
They will compare the environment 
of Antarctica to the environment of 
the UK and will start to think of the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
both.  
 
 
 
365 Penguins by Jean-Luc Fromental 

African Adventures 
What helps plants and 
people to grow? 
 
Children will compare the 
geography of Kenya to 
our own locality. They will 
learn about the culture 
and traditions of people in Kenya.  In 
Science, they will further develop 
their learning about animals and their 
habitats and plant growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visual Literacy – The Lion King 
The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth 
Graham 

Oh I do like to be beside the Seaside.  
How has life changed for 
local people since 
Victorian times?  

 
The children will learn 
about coastal areas and 
the growth of seaside 
holidays with a link to 
Victorian Clacton and the reign of 
Queen Victoria.   
 
As part of this topic, the children will 
also learn about water safety. 
 
 
 
 
Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine by 
Gloria Whelan 
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The Achievements of Early 
Civilisations: Ancient Egypt - Tomb 
Raiders:  
How did the Ancient 
Egyptians manage to 
transform desert areas 
into fertile farmlands?  
 
Children will consider the 
social history of Ancient 
Egypt. They will learn 
about culture, clothing, 
social hierarchy and religion during 
these times. They will find out death 
rituals and make comparisons to 
modern beliefs. They will be 
supported to start to question how 
we know all of this and learn about 
key historians and archaeologists 
who have made discoveries in this 
area.  
 
The Cheese Pyramid - Geronimo 
Stilton 

The Achievements of Early 
Civilisations: Ancient Egypt - Tomb 
Raiders:  
Today, we still are not 
certain how the Ancient 
Egyptians built the 
pyramids. How do you 
think they achieved this? 
 
The children will progress 
onto looking at the 
physical and human 
geography of Ancient 
Egypt and comparing that 
to modern Egypt, including 
biomes, irrigation, farming and 
structures such as the pyramids. They 
will begin to consider the impact of 
travel and tourism on Egypt and how 
they can be responsible global 
tourists.  
 
There’s a Pharaoh in my Bath – 
Jeremy Strong 

Survival  
European Study: Italy 
Would you rather live in 
Essex or the Amalfi coast? 
Does the time of year 
matter?  
 
Children will take part in a 
comparison of Italian 
culture and British culture. 
They will locate Italy and 
the Amalfi coast and consider coastal 
living in a different coastal 
environment. They will explore the 
impact of volcanoes (active and 
dormant), and other natural 
phenomena of Italy. They will think 
carefully about water safety and how 
to apply this to our coastal locality 
also.  
 
 
Swallows and Amazons, Arthur 
Ransome 

Survival  
European Study: Italy 
If you were visiting Italy, 
where would you most like 
to go and why? 
 
Children will continue 
their learning by looking 
at a wider range of Italian 
regions and comparing 
them to the Essex area 
and another region of the UK (such as 
Perthshire in Scotland). They will 
explore travel and tourism and what 
Italy has to offer as a tourist 
destination. They will explore Italian 
food, culture, famous art, events and 
religion.  They will also begin to 
consider Italy’s exports and 
contribution to modern life. 
 
 
Swallows and Amazons, Arthur 
Ransome 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age: Ancient Britain: 
Scavengers and Settlers 
What is similar and 
what is different 
between the Ancient 
Egyptians and the Ancient Britains?  
 
Children will develop their knowledge 
and draw comparisons to the ancient 
Egyptians by learning about: Stone 
Age Britain, the Bronze Age, the Iron 
Age and basic information about the 
Celts. They will learn about the 
different settlements and the 
progression of people from hunter 
gatherers to now. They will continue 
to question how we know all of this 
and learn about key historians and 
archaeologists who have made 
discoveries in this area.   
 
Stig of the Dump, Clive King 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age 
Ancient Britain: Scavengers and 
Settlers 
Which society would you 
choose to live with and 
why? 
 
Children will develop their knowledge 
and draw comparisons to the ancient 
Egyptians by learning about: Stone 
Age Britain, the Bronze Age, the Iron 
Age and basic information about the 
Celts. They will learn about the 
different settlements and the 
progression of people from hunter 
gatherers to now. They will continue 
to question how we know all of this 
and learn about key historians and 
archaeologists who have made 
discoveries in this area.   
 
Stig of the Dump – Clive King 
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The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain -   
Ruthless Romans 
Who were the Romans 
the invasion of Britain 
and why were the 
Romans so successful?0 
 
Children will build on their 
knowledge from year 3 to consider 
the invasion of the Romans to Britain 
and why they were so successful. 
They will learn about the Celts and 
their response to the Romans 
(exploring reasons for their response) 
with a local history link to the 
Boudican rebellion. They will learn 
about Roman settlements and 
culture.  
 
 
Gladiator Boy – David Grimstone  

The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain/Local History Focus study - 
Ruthless Romans 
What did the Romans do 
for us? What is their 
legacy? 
 
Building upon their 
knowledge of Italy from 
last year, children will 
complete a comparison 
of Ancient Rome and 
Colchester. They will 
learn about how much life changed 
under Roman rule and what evidence 
there still is of Roman rule in modern 
Britain. They will question historical 
sources of information and learn 
about key historians and 
archaeologists who are in this field.  
 
Thieves of Ostia, Caroline Lawrence 

Rainforests 
Amazon Adventures 
What can be done to 
protect ‘Earth’s Lungs’ for 
future generations?   
 
Children will learn about 
the location of tropical 
rainforests including their 
different layers and fauna 
and flora that can be found 
there. They will learn 
about the biodiversity of 
life and the protection of 
endangered species. They 
will consider the global 
impact of deforestation 
and how it can be 
challenged and stopped.  
 
 
The Explorer – Katherine Rundell 

Hola Mexico!  
South American Study:  
What are the similarities 
and differences between 
England and Mexico?  
 
Children will learn about 
modern Mexico including 
its location, physical and 
human geography and 
culture. They will 
compare what they find 
out with England. They 
will also look at some of 
the challenges that Mexico has faced, 
for example, oil spills, and the impact 
that they have had on the 
environment. They will consider 
alternative forms of clean and 
renewable energy.   
 
Film unit: Disney’s Coco   

Ancient Civilisations - Rumble in the 
Jungle 
How advanced were the 
Ancient Maya and does 
their legacy live on?  
 
South American Study: 
Children will begin by 
investigating the physical and human 
geographical features of South 
America and they will apply their 
learning about Mexico.  
 
They will learn how the Mayan 
civilisation used the land, their 
settlements, beliefs and contribution 
to the modern world.  
 
 
 
Rain Player - David Wisniewski and 
Escape in the Mayan Jungle.  

Ancient Civilisations - Rumble in the 
Jungle 
How advanced were the 
Ancient Maya and does 
their legacy live on?  
 
The children will continue 
to learn how the Mayan 
civilisation used the land, 
their settlements and 
beliefs and contribution to 
the modern world. They 
will make comparisons to other 
civilisations and cultures already 
studied, including those who were in 
existence at the same time. They will 
consider how we know so much 
information about the Maya and key 
historians and archaeologists who 
made these discoveries.  
 
Rain Player - David Wisniewski 
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Greece Lightning!  
What was life like in 
Ancient Greece? Was it 
always fair?  
 
Children will learn about 
the social history of 
Ancient Greece including 
Greek myths and legends, religion 
and everyday life in Athens. They will 
compare this to life in Sparta and 
other civilisations that they have 
previously learnt about and those 
that were in existence at the same 
time. They will learn about the place 
of Greece in Ancient and modern 
Europe.   
 
 
 
 
Who Let the Gods out? – Maz Evans 

Greece is the Word!  
Is it fair to say that the 
Ancient Greeks were the 
most advanced civilisation 
of their time?  
 
Children will apply their 
prior historical knowledge, 
and find out more about 
the development of 
learning and democracy at the time 
and about key Greek thinkers. They 
will ask and answer big questions 
about what we can learn from the 
Ancient Greeks and what legacy still 
lives on all these years later.  They 
will continue to question historical 
sources of information and learn 
about key historians and 
archaeologists who are in this field.  
 
Percy Jackson, Lightning Thief! – Rick 
Riordan  

Get your kicks on Route 66: North 
American Study 
How has land use changed 
over time on Route 66? 
Has it changed for the 
better?  
 
The children will take a 
journey through the USA 
along Route 66, learning 
about the culture and 
natural environment. They will 
compare the ecosystems of Route 66 
to those in Essex and consider life in 
a desert biome.  They will also learn 
about historical Route 66 and Native 
American culture and society.  
 
 
 
 
‘Holes’ – Louie Sachar 

Get your kicks on Route 66: North 
American Study 
Can you ‘get your kicks on 
Route 66’? 
  
Children will explore the 
modern physical and 
human geography of 
North America along Route 
66. The children will take a 
journey through the 
country along Route 66, learning 
about travel and tourism.  They will 
also learn about American 
innovation, including NASA and space 
exploration and travel, linking to 
learning in the Autumn term.  
 
 
 
 
‘Holes’ – Louie Sachar  

Traders, Raiders and Invaders 
Were Saxon times really 
the ‘Dark’ Ages? 
 
Children will learn about 
life in England at the time 
of the Anglo-Saxons. They 
will investigate Anglo-
Saxon invasions, 
settlements and 
kingdoms: place names 
and village life, Anglo-Saxon art and 
culture and Christian conversion – 
Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 
They will continue to question 
historical sources of information and 
learn about key historians and 
archaeologists who are in this field.  
 
 
 
Beowulf – Michael Morpurgo 

Traders, Raiders and Invaders 
Raiders or settlers? How 
should we remember the 
Vikings?  
 
Children will learn about 
who the Vikings were and 
where they came from. 
They will learn about their customs, 
beliefs and settlements and compare 
them to the Saxons. They will 
consider historical evidence and 
modern interpretations of Vikings to 
challenge the old idea that Vikings 
were simply violent raiders. They will 
learn about the power struggles from 
Alfred the Great to Edward the 
Confessor. 
 
 
 
How to Train your Dragon – Cressida 
Cowell 
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Keep the Home Fires 
Burning: Conflict WW1 
Why should we 
remember?  

 
The impact of the first 
World War on Britain and 
the wider world. Children 
will learn about the impact 
of WW1 on the Home 
Front (including changing 
roles and responsibilities) 
and about changing 
warfare and technology. 
They will also consider 
ethical questions about 
cowardice and conscription.  
 
 
Private Peaceful, Michael Morpurgo 
White Feather, Catherine MacPhail  

Keep the Home Fires 
Burning: Conflict WW2 
Are we all born free? 
Freedom: is it free?  

 
Children will build on their 
learning on WW1 and how 
it laid the foundations for 
WW2. They will learn key 
information about WW2 
and how it compared to 
WW1, before looking at 
the geography of Post War 
Europe and the 
development of human 
rights. They will explore 
philosophical and religious 
interpretations of freedom.  
 
Letters from the Lighthouse, Emma 
Carroll and Once: Morris Gleitzman 

1001 Nights: Early Islamic 
Civilisation  
 What is the ‘Golden Age of 
Islam’? What makes it 
‘golden’? 
 
Children will track the 
development of the great 
Islamic city of Baghdad 
including trading practices 
and everyday life and 
compare it with other 
cities historic and 
contemporary. They will 
learn about key Islamic thinkers and 
how they have contributed to the 
modern world.  
 
 
One Thousand and One Arabian 
Nights, Geraldine McCaughrean  

1001 Nights: Early Islamic 
Civilisation  
 What is the ‘Golden Age 
of Islam’? What makes it 
‘golden’? 
 
Children will learn about 
the spread of Islam 
through the Middle East 
and beyond and the legacy 
of and continuing 
influences of early Islam. 
They will learn about trade 
and travel and some of 
the human and physical 
features of the modern 
Middle East in 
comparison.  
 

One Thousand and One Arabian 
Nights, Geraldine McCaughrean 

Meddling Monarchs: Lock them in the 
Tower!  
Who defines what a crime 
is and who should decide 
the punishment? Why?  
 
Children will learn about 
the impact of various 
Kings and Queens (since 
1066) and how they 
asserted their power and 
authority over their subjects. As part 
of this, they will learn about the 
Magna Carta, the Reformation and 
the impact of continuous religious 
tension in England. They will learn 
about the Tower of London as a 
prison, fortress and national treasure.   
 
Black Powder, Ally Sherrick 

Meddling Monarchs: Suspicious Minds 
and a touch of Magic!   
Why did people have such 
suspicious minds in 17th 
century Essex? 
  
Children will apply their 
on-going learning about 
the monarchy to consider 
the impact of King James I 
and why people in 17th 
Century England took part 
in witch hunts. They will 
learn about Macbeth and 
apply it to the historical 
context. They will also learn about 
the Witch Finder General (local 
history), and the changing 
interpretations of magic in literature.  
Macbeth, William Shakespeare 
The Witches, Roald Dahl 

 


