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KS1 Spelling and Phonics 
 
At St Andrew’s, we use the systematic, synthetic phonics 
programme, Floppy’s Phonics.  
 
Why we use Floppy’s Phonics: 

• The Floppy’s Phonics programme teaches the letter/s-sound 
correspondences of the English alphabetic code explicitly and 
comprehensively for reading, spelling and handwriting.  

• Systematic and structured with inbuilt rigorous revision to ensure the success of 
every child 

• Includes the characters of Floppy the dog, Biff, Chip and Kipper and their family and 
friends, with hundreds of colour pictures to engage children fully for the phonics 
teaching & learning, vocabulary enrichment and language comprehension 

• Rigorous teaching sequence ensuring the phonics teaching & learning is 
straightforward, effective and allows for differentiation in simple, but effective, ways 

• Builds up knowledge of spelling word banks over time where words are spelt with 
the same letter/s-sound correspondences 

• Designed to inform parents/carers routinely and to work in partnership with 
them wherever possible 

• The order of introducing the 44 sounds of the English language matches the 
order in ‘Letters and Sounds’ (DfES, 2007) 

 
Daily Supported Reading (DSR) 
The DSR (Daily Supported Reading) programme also supports with spelling and early 
reading in KS1 through a daily, systematic approach with trained reading mentors. 
Each session is 25 minutes long and includes word reading, comprehension and 
spelling/phonics rehearsal.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS2 Spelling  

We have made our own spelling scheme using the National Curriculum Guidance and our own analysis of our children’s needs. In KS2, children will complete daily reading activities to support 

and enrich their vocabulary knowledge. There will be at least three explicit spelling lessons every week in every KS2 class however, spelling rules will also be referred to in every day English 

lessons and teacher modelling. We do not record every spelling lesson as some are interactive and whiteboard based, however there will be at least two pieces of evidence of spelling learning 

each week in every book. Attention is paid to the statutory lists for each year group and these are assessed at the end of each half term.  

KS2 Spelling Sequence – each spelling lesson will follow this structure so that KS2 spelling is also systematic and consistent.  

• Review:  The children review previous learning, either within the year group or from previous years, so that they can consolidate their learning.  

• Model: Teachers share new spelling words and explicitly teach the spelling rules or the particular spelling strategies that they can use to spell words effectively. Class practise together and 
share ideas.  

• Apply: Children take part in an activity where they can demonstrate and practise the rule or awareness of the spelling words that are being taught – this is usually through games, written 
activities, diagrams, code breakers, crosswords, investigations, sentence work etc. 

• Assess: Pupils can discuss their new learning, self-assess or peer-assess to identify what they have done well and their next steps. Children are encouraged to, and praised when, they use 
their spelling words in their written work, outside of the explicit spelling session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overview of progression across EYFS and Year 1 
As the children come into Year One they will be well on their way in their Floppy’s phonics journey. Having started the scheme in EYFS, they will 
have had over a year to become confident with the scheme and its routines. As the children begin the Year One material, they begin by 
recapping sounds that they have learnt in Reception. Then they move on to look at different ways of seeing (graphemes) and hearing 
(phonemes) the sounds that they have covered in Reception. 
 
As the children progress through the scheme we carefully monitor the children’s progress and support those that need additional revision by 
running regular interventions alongside their phonics sessions. In Year One, children begin to become more independent with their phonics 
learning. We introduce folders for the children to store their activity sheets, which they access frequently. These folders also support our 
interventions and support the children’s reading and spelling. Throughout the year children will look at different types of sound books: 
 
Revise and Blend: These books revise sounds already taught in levels 1+ to 3 (Phases Two and Three). The reading practice in each revision 
spread provides lots of opportunity to practice blending adjacent consonants. 
Revise and Stretch:  These books revise familiar sound and spellings of those sounds, and introduce one alternative spelling for the selected sounds. At level 4 the focus is on alternative vowel 
graphemes. These spelling alternatives support progress into phase Five and can provide the children with the knowledge and skills to broaden their writing and reading experience 
 

Letters and 
Sounds phase 

Oxford 
Level 

Floppy’s phonics Sounds Book Sounds/ graphemes 
Children in Year 1 will complete 
their spelling objectives through 
the teaching of Phonics and 
within writing lessons. The 
following objectives MUST also 
be covered explicitly to ensure 
that the children are prepared 
for the curriculum in Year 2. 
 

• Adding s and es to words 
(plural of nouns and the 
third person singular of 
verbs) 

• Adding the endings –ing, –
ed and –er to verbs where 
no change is needed to the 
root word 

• Adding –er and –est to 
adjectives where no change 
is needed to the root word 

• Adding the prefix –un 

• Compound words 

Phase Four Level 4 Book 19 Revise and Blend a e I o u s t p n m d g c k ck r h b f ff l ll le ss j v w x y z zz qu 

Book 20 Revise and Blend Ch sh th ng nk ai ee igh oa oo o oar or ur ere r ow oi ear air 

Support children with split digraphs: a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e, u_e 

Phase Five Level 4  Book 21 Revise and Stretch  /ai/ ai ay /oi/ oi oy /ee/ ee ea /igh/ igh ie 

Book  22 Revise and Stretch /oa/ oa ow /yoo/ue ew /oo/ oo ew /ou/ ow ou 

Book 23 Revise and Stretch /ur/  ur ir /or/  or aw /eer/ ear eer /air/ air are 

Book 24 Revise and Stretch /s/ s ce /e/  e ea /u/  u o ed/ d/ t / 

Phase 5 Level 5 Book 25 Alternative Spellings  /ai/  ai ay eigh ey /ai/ a a-e ae ea /ee/  ee e y ey /ee/ ea e-e ie 

Book 26 Alternative Spellings /igh/ igh I y /igh/ ie i-e /oa/ oa ow o /oa/ oe o-e ough eau 

Book 27 Alternative Spellings /s/ s ss se ce /s/  ce ci cy /s/  sc st /e/  e ea 

Book 28 Alternative Spellings /j/  j ge gi gy /j/ ge dge /ul/  le el /ul/  al il 

Book 29 Alternative Spellings /yoo/  ue u /yoo/  ew u-e eu /oo/  oo u-e o ou –ough /oo/  ue ew ui u 

Book 30 Alternative Spellings /oi/  oi oy /ou/  ow ou ough /or/  or our /or/ aw au al war quar 

Book 31 Alternative Spellings /ur/ ur  ir  er /ur/  ear wor /u/  u o ou our /ar/  ar a al 

Book 32 Alternative Spellings /zh/ s si ge /w/  w wh u /f/  f ff /f/  ph gh 

Book 33 Alternative Spellings ch/  ch/  k/  sh ie/  igh / ee ow/ ou/ oa a/ a  / ai/  wa/  o/  alt / o 

Book 34 Alternative Spellings /ch/   ch  tch /chu/ ture /sh/  sh  ch /sh/  ti  ci  ssi  sci /g/  g  gu  gue  gh 

Book 35 Alternative Spellings /ear/  ear  eer  ere  ier /air/  air are ear ere /n/  n  nn  kn  gn /r/  r  rr  wr  rh 

Book 36 Alternative Spellings /m/ m mm mb  mn /k/ c   k  ck  ch  qu  que /or/ or  ore  our  oor  oar /or/  aw  al  augh  ough 

 

There are additional activities for these sounds using Twinkl Plan-it scheme for the Year 1 Spelling Curriculum  



Year 2 
National Curriculum 

Suggested words 
Learning Objectives and Specific Rules to be Taught 

Suggested Spellings for 
modelling and activities 

A
U

TU
M

N
 T

ER
M

 1
  

The /dʒ/ sound 
spelt as ge and 

dge at the end of 
words, and 

sometimes spelt 
as g elsewhere in 
words before e, i 

and y 

badge, edge, bridge, 
dodge, fudge age, 
huge, change, charge, 
bulge, village  
gem, giant, magic, 
giraffe, energy  
jacket, jar, jog, join, 
adjust 

LO: I can spell words that end with ge or dge 
There will never be an English word that ends in J, the sound is represented by ge or dge. ‘dge’ is after 
short vowel sounds.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfHfY18alUQ   

badge, edge, bridge, 
dodge, fudge age, huge, 
change, charge, bulge, 
village, cage, nudge, budge 

LO: I can spell words containing the soft g.  
Words where the sound J has been replaced with the soft g. Explain that where the J sound comes 
before E, I and Y, it is g not j.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xL4WykIuCRw  
 

gem, giant, magic, giraffe, 
energy, tangerine, germs, 
gentle, angel, digit, margin 
jacket, jar, jog, join, adjust, 
jam, jogger, jumping, 
jumper 

The /s/ sound 
spelt c before e, i 

and y 

race, ice, cell, city, 
fancy 

LO: I can spell words with the soft c before an e, i, or y.  
the /s/ sound can also be made with a ‘c’, if it comes before the vowels e, i and y. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Y38dsw2Edw  

Ice, cell, city, race, face, 
fence prince, grace, circus, 
space, circle, fancy, 
century, certainly, nicely,  

The /n/ sound 
spelt kn and (less 
often) gn at the 

beginning of 
words 

knock, know, knee, 
gnat, gnaw 

LO: I can spell words beginning with a silent K or silent g.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eP3-PCK8bk0 – silent K 
Words that start with the phoneme /n/ are sometimes spelt with the digraph ‘kn’ or ‘gn’. The g and k 
sound used to be said at the start of many words hundreds of years ago. We don’t say these sounds 
any more but we still use them in our spellings. There are no rules on when to use these. You just have 
to learn them!  

knock, knocked, know, 
knee, knife, knitting, kneel, 
knead 
 
gnat, gnaw, gnash, gnarl, 
gnarled 

The /r/ sound 
spelt wr at the 
beginning of 

words 

write, written, wrote, 
wrong, wrap 

LO: I can spell words beginning with the /r/ sound and a silent W.  
Children could explore root words here and how suffixes can change the meaning – e.g. wrap – 
wrapping – wrapper – wrapped. HA children could be tasked to investigate how many different words 
they can find from a wr root word. 

Write, written, wrote, 
wrong, wrap, wrapper, 
wreck, wrestle, wrinkle, 
wrist 

Contractions  

can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, 
couldn’t, it’s, I’ll 

LO: I can use an apostrophe to show contraction 
This will be the first session on contractions this year but it will be revisited. Ensure the correct vocab is 
used for contraction and apostrophe (this will link to what they learn then in KS2). At this stage, they 
are using words with one letter being replaced by an apostrophe to form a contraction.  

THIS IS COVERED AGAIN AND TO A HIGHER LEVEL LATER IN THE YEAR 

It’s, I’ll, can’t, didn’t, 
hasn’t, shouldn’t, 
wouldn’t, don’t,  

Autumn 1  
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness from previous weeks, common exception words and boosting for those who have not yet passed the phonics 

screening. Opportunity to re-screen some that didn’t pass in Year 1. 

 
The /l/ or /əl/ 

sound spelt –le at 
the end of words 

table, apple, bottle, 
little, middle 

LO: I can spell words ending in -le. 
Every syllable needs a vowel. So, if you hear 'l' at the end of a word and you can't hear a vowel sound, 
most commonly you will use 'al' or 'le'. You use 'al' if you are adding a suffix onto a base or root word 
(e.g., magic – magical). You use 'le' if it is a part of the word (e.g., little, candle).  

table, apple, bottle, little, 
middle, able, wobble, 
multiple, dazzle, riddle  

 
The /l/ or /əl/ 

sound spelt –el at 
the end of words 

camel, tunnel, 
squirrel, travel, towel, 
tinsel 

LO: I can spell words ending in -el. 
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/85/8-The-l-sound-spelt-%E2%80%93el-at-the-end-of-words – 
spelling flash cards that the children can practise with. The children can also complete an online quiz 
putting the correct word and word ending into a sentence.  

camel, tunnel, squirrel, 
travel, towel, tinsel, bagel, 
hazel, vowel, jewel  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfHfY18alUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xL4WykIuCRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Y38dsw2Edw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eP3-PCK8bk0
https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/85/8-The-l-sound-spelt-%E2%80%93el-at-the-end-of-words


 The /l/ or /əl/ 
sound spelt –al at 
the end of words 

metal, pedal, capital, 
hospital, animal 

LO: I can spell words ending in -al. metal, pedal, capital, 
hospital, animal, oval 

 
Words ending –il 

pencil, fossil, nostril LO: I can spell words ending in -il. 
 

pencil, fossil, nostril, pupil,  

 The /aɪ/ sound 
spelt –y at the end 

of words 

cry, fly, dry, try, reply, 
July 

LO: I can spell words ending in -y. cry, fly, dry, try, reply, July, 
shy, terrify, sky, multiply 

 Adding –es to 
nouns and verbs 

ending in –y 

flies, tries, replies, 
copies, babies, carries 

LO: I can add -es to nouns and verbs ending in -y.  
When a word ends in y and you want to add s or es to it , look at the letter immediately before the y. If 
it is a consonant, you must change the y to an I and add es.  

flies, tries, replies, copies, 
babies, carries, cries, dries, 
marries, families 

 
ed, –ing, –er and –
est to a root word 
ending in –y with a 
consonant before 

it 

copied, copier, 
happier, happiest, 
cried, replied  
…but not before ing 
copying, crying, 
replying 

LO: I can use the suffixes -ed, -ing, -er and -est to words ending in y.  
The y is changed to i before –ed, –er and –est are added, but not before – ing as this would result in ii. 
The only ordinary words with ii are skiing and taxiing. 

Copier, copied, happier, 
happiest, cried, replied, 
tried, dried, driest, funnier 

 – ing, –ed, –er, –
est and –y to 

words ending in –e 
with a consonant 

before it 

hiking, hiked, hiker, 
nicer, nicest, shiny 

LO: I can use the suffixes -ed, -ing, -er and -est and -y to words ending in -e.  
The –e at the end of the root word is dropped before –ing, –ed, –er, –est, –y or any other suffix 
beginning with a vowel letter is added.  
 
Exception: being. 

Hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, 
nicest, shiny, being, 
shining, scary, scaring 

 ing, –ed, –er, –est 
and –y to words of 

one syllable 
ending in a single 
consonant letter 

after a single 
vowel letter 

patting, patted, 
humming, hummed, 
dropping, dropped, 
sadder, saddest, 
fatter, fattest, runner, 
runny 

LO: I can use the suffixes -ed, -ing, -er and -est to words with one syllable.  
The last consonant letter of the root word is doubled. to keep the vowel ‘short’.  
 
Exception: The letter ‘x’ is never doubled: mixing, mixed, boxer, sixes 

Patting, patted, humming, 
hummed, dropping, 
dropped, sadder, saddest, 
runner, runny 

 
The /ɔ:/ sound 
spelt a before l 

and ll 

all, ball, call, walk, 
talk, always 

LO: I can spell the /or/ sound spelt a before l or ll.  
The /ɔ:/ sound (‘or’) is usually spelt as a before l and ll. 

All, ball, call, walk, talk, 
always, small, wall, fall, 
altogether  

 

The /ʌ/ sound 
spelt o 

other, mother, 
brother, nothing, 
Monday 

LO: I can spell the /u/ sound spelt o.  other, mother, brother, 
nothing, Monday money, 
cover, honey, discover, 
wonder  

 The /i:/ sound 
spelt –ey 

key, donkey, monkey, 
chimney, valley 

LO: I can spell the /ee/ sound spelt ey key, donkey, monkey, 
chimney, valley, trolley, 



turkey, hockey, parsley, 
journey  
 

 
The /ɒ/ sound 

spelt a after w and 
qu 

want, watch, wander, 
quantity, squash 

LO: I can spell the /o/ sound spelt with ‘a’ after w and qu want, watch, wander, 
quantity, squash, quality, 
squabble, squad, quad, 
quarrel 
 

 
The /ɜ:/ sound 
spelt or after w 

word, work, worm, 
world, worth 

LO: I can spell the stressed/er/ spelt with ‘or’ after w  word, work, worm, world, 
worth, worst, sword, worn, 
worthless, worker 

 
The /ɔ:/ sound 
spelt ar after w 

war, warm, towards LO: I can spell the /or/ sound spelt ‘ar’ after w war, warm, towards, 
dwarf, reward, wardrobe, 
warp, warden, swarm, 
warmer 

 
The /ʒ/ sound 

spelt s 

television, treasure, 
usual 

LO: I can spell the sound /zh/, spelt s television, treasure, usual, 
division, vision, pleasure, 
measure, occasion, usually, 
leisure 

 
Words ending in –

tion 

station, fiction, 
motion, national, 
section 

LO: I can spell words ending in -tion station, fiction, motion, 
national, section, addition, 
subtraction, potion, 
option, introduction 

 

The suffix -ness 

sadness, plainness 
(plain + ness), 
happiness 

LO: I can use the suffix - ness  
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root words without any change 
to the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a consonant 
before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. 

sadness, plainness, 
happiness, weakness, 
darkness, illness, kindness, 
silliness, stillness, sickness 

 

The suffix -ment 

enjoyment, 
merriment 

LO: I can use the suffix -ment 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root words without any change 
to the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a consonant 
before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. 

enjoyment, merriment, 
treatment, payment, 
movement, amazement, 
enchantment, statement, 
equipment, involvement 

 

The suffix–ful 

careful, playful, 
plentiful 

LO: I can use the suffix- -ful 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root words without any change 
to the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a consonant 
before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. 

careful, playful, plentiful, 
powerful, useful, artful, 
sinful, bashful, gleeful, 
forgetful 

 

The suffix -less  

penniless, hopeless LO: I can use the suffix- -less 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root words without any change 
to the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a consonant 
before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. 

penniless, hopeless, 
useless, speechless, 
breathless, stainless, 
harmless, nameless, 
homeless, seedless 



 

The suffix –ly 

Happily, badly LO: I can use the suffixes -less and -ly 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root words without any change 
to the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a consonant 
before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. 

Happily, badly, perfectly, 
bravely, correctly, clearly, 
calmly, gladly, quickly, 
quietly 

 

Contractions  

can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, 
couldn’t, it’s, I’ll 

LO: I can use an apostrophe to show contraction 
This will be the first session on contractions this year but it will be revisited. Ensure the correct vocab is 
used for contraction and apostrophe (this will link to what they learn then in KS2). At this stage, they 
are using words with one letter being replaced by an apostrophe to form a contraction.  

It’s, I’ll, can’t, didn’t, 
hasn’t, shouldn’t, 
wouldn’t, don’t,  

 The possessive 
apostrophe 

(singular nouns) 

Megan’s, Ravi’s, the 
girl’s, the child’s, the 
man’s 

LO: I can use a possessive apostrophe Megan’s, Ravi’s, the girl’s, 
the child’s, the man’s 

 
Homophones and 
near homophones 

one/won, sun/son, 
to/too/two, be/bee, 
blue/blew, 
night/knight 

LO: I can spell and use homophones one/won, sun/son, 
to/too/two, be/bee, 
blue/blew, night/knight 

 
Homophones and 
near homophones  

there/their/they’re, 
here/hear, 
quite/quiet, see/sea, 
bare/bear 

LO: I can spell and use homophones there/their/they’re, 
here/hear, quite/quiet, 
see/sea, bare/bear 

 Homophones and 
near-homophones 

there/their/they’re, here/hear, quite/quiet, see/sea, bare/bear, one/won, sun/son, to/too/two, be/bee, blue/blew, night/knight 

 
Common 

exception words 

door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, child, children*, wild, climb, most, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, everybody, even, great, 
break, steak, pretty, beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, 
would, who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, Christmas – and/or others according to programme used. 

 

  



Year 3 
National Curriculum 

Suggested words 
Learning Objectives and Specific Rules to be Taught 

Suggested Spellings for 
modelling and activities 

 

The suffixes –ful, 
–less 

and –ly 

enjoyment, sadness, 
careful, playful, 
hopeless, plainness, 
badly merriment, 
happiness, plentiful, 
penniless, happily 

LO: I can spell words ending in the suffixes -ful, -less and -ly.   
YEAR 2 REVISION SESSION 

If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added straight on to most root words without any change to 
the last letter of those words. Exceptions: (1) argument (2) root words ending in –y with a consonant 
before it but only if the root word has more than one syllable. 

DIFFERENT TO YEAR 2 – 
incorporating to Yr3/4 stat 
list 
Actually, recently, 
reluctantly, purposeful, 
thoughtful, breathless, 
weightless,   

Words with the 
short /u/ sound 

spelt ‘ou’.  

Young, touch, 
double, trouble, 
country 

LO: I can spell and use words with the short /u/ sound spelt ou.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/zyq7v9q - online game where children need to 
highlight the correctly spelt words. Children may need to go over what a short u sound is – refer to 
Floppy Phonics so that it matches what is taught in KS1.  

Young, touch, double, 
trouble, country, courage, 
cousin, rough, tough, 
enough 

 
 Words with the 
long /ei/ sound 
spelt with ei or ey 

Vein, weigh, eight, 
neighbour, they, 
obey 

LO: I can spell words with the long /a/ sound using ‘ei’ or ‘ey’.  
Children may need to go over what a long a sound is – refer to Floppy Phonics so that it matches what is 
taught in KS1.  
 
Potential extension work: https://www.teachwire.net/uploads/resource/Set_6_Y3_Spelling_.pdf  

Eight, eighth, eighty, reign, 
weight, neighbour, vein, 
veil, beige, sleigh, freight, 
they, obey, grey, prey, 
whey, survey, convey, 
disobey, purvey 

Words with the 
long /ei/ sound 

spelt with ai 

Non-statutory LO: I can spell and use words with the long a sound spelt ai  
Revision of graphemes that make the long a sound with some revision of words that they should already 
know from this year’s learning and in KS1.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCE3ZO0Rc0E  
 

Straight, campaign, 
contain, brain, faint, waist, 
claim, praise, complaint, 
afraid 

Homophones and 
near 

Homophones 

Teach these specific 
ones at this point so 
they are all covered.  

LO: I can spell homophones and near homophones.  Here/hear, heel/heal/he’ll, 
main/mane, mail/male, 
knot/not 
 
 

Words ending in -
tion.  

station, fiction, 
motion, nation, 
section 

LO: I can spell words ending in tion.  
YEAR 2 REVISION SESSION 

Some of these words are challenging and so may take longer to discuss what the words mean and how 
to use them correctly.  

DIFFERENT TO YEAR 2:  
Population hesitation 
collection protection 
perfection intention 
reduction creation 
translation mention 
position 
 

Autumn 1  
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness and previous spelling rules that are a cohort weakness (all resources are on S Drive). Remember to look at the 

expected word list too!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/zyq7v9q
https://www.teachwire.net/uploads/resource/Set_6_Y3_Spelling_.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCE3ZO0Rc0E


 

Creating adverbs 
with no changes 
to the root word 

Sadly, completely, 
usually, finally, 
comically 

LO: I can create adverbs using the suffix ‘ly’ and without changing the root word.   
Use this session to also teach the red words which are from the Yr3/4 stat list and model putting on the 
‘ly’ emphasising that it is NOT the case that all ly words are adverbs nor can all words be turned into an 
adverb using ly.  
 

NB: The coordinates game does not use the spelling words – this game is to help the children become familiar with adverbs and how 
they can be made using root words. The spelling words need to be taught specifically as there are many that are on the stat Yr3/4 list.  

Certainly, differently, 
extremely, famously, 
strangely, peculiarly, 
particularly, completely, 
usually, finally, comically 
 

 Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(root word ends 
in ‘y’ with more 
than one syllable) 

Happily, angrily LO: I can create adverbs using the suffix ‘ly’ when the root word has more than one syllable and ends in y.  
If the root word ends in y and has more than one syllable, the y is replaced with an i, then ly can be 
added as usual.  

Happily, angrily, noisily, 
naughtily, ordinarily, 
heavily, hungrily, lazily 

 Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(root word ends 
in ‘le’) 

Gently, simply, 
humbly, nobly 

LO: I can create adverbs using the suffix ‘ly’ when the root word ends in le.   
If the root word ends with le, it is replaced with ly.  

Gently, simply, humbly, 
nobly, idly, giggly, fiddly, 
simply,  

 
Creating adverbs 
using the suffix -ly 
(root word ends 
in ‘ic’ or ‘al’) 

Basically, frantically, 
dramatically 

LO: I can create adverbs using the suffix ‘ly’ when the root word ends with ic.  
If the root word ends in ic, ally is added instead of just ly. Exception to this rule is publicly.  
 
EXCEPTIONS: TRULY, DULY, WHOLLY 

Basically, frantically, 
dramatically, dramatically, 
magically, musically, 
logically, tragically, 
poetically. 

 
Word families: 
understanding the 
relationships 
between words.  

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can spell words from common word families (scop and spect).  
Scop is often connected to words meaning to see.  
Spect is often connected to words meaning to see, observe, look or watch over.  

Scope, telescope, 
microscope, horoscope, 
periscope, inspect, 
spectator, respect, 
perspective, spectacles 
 

 ’Adding suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel (er/ed/ing) 
to words with 
more than one 
syllable  
Stressed last 
syllable  

Forgetting, forgotten, 
beginning, beginner, 
prefer, preferred  

LO: I can add the suffixes er, ed and ing to words with more than one syllable.  
If the last syllable of a word is stressed and ends with one consonant letter which has just one vowel 
letter before it, the final consonant letter is doubled before any ending beginning with a vowel letter is 
added. The consonant letter is not doubled if the syllable is unstressed. 

Forgetting, forgotten, 
beginning, beginner, 
prefer, preferred, occur, 
occurring, occurred  
 
 

 ’Adding suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel (er/ed/ing) 
to words with 
more than one 
syllable  
Unstressed last 
syllable  

Gardening, gardener, 
limiting, limited, 
limitation 

LO: I can add the suffixes er, ed and ing to words with more than one syllable.  
If the last syllable of a word is stressed and ends with one consonant letter which has just one vowel 
letter before it, the final consonant letter is doubled before any ending beginning with a vowel letter is 
added. The consonant letter is not doubled if the syllable is unstressed. 

Gardening, gardener, 
limiting, limited, limitation, 
offer, offering, offered, 
benefit, benefited  



 
Creating negative 
meanings using 
prefix mis- 

Misbehave, 
misbelieve, misspell  

LO: I can use the prefix mis- to create a negative meaning.  
The prefix ‘mis’ means wrong or false 

Misbehave, misbelieve, 
misspell, misshape, 
mistrust, mismatch, 
misunderstand, mistook, 
mistake 

 
Creating negative 
meanings using 
prefix dis- 

Disappear, 
disappoint, disobey 

LO: I can use the prefix dis- to create a negative meaning.  
The prefix dis- makes the opposite meaning of the root word or means not.   

Disappear, dislike, disobey, 
discontinue, disallow, 
disbelieve, disapprove, 
discontinue, dishonest, 
discolour 

 

Creating words 
using prefix 
super- and -sub 

supermarket, 
superman, superstar, 
subdivide, 
subheading, 
submarine, 
submerge 

LO: I can use the prefix super-   
The prefix super- means 'over', 'above' and 'beyond'. The prefix super- is used to form new words, 
especially nouns which express that something is more, better, or bigger than usual. Sub often means 
under.  

supermarket, superman, 
superstar, supersede, 
supervise 
subdivide, subheading, 
submarine, submerge, 
subordinate 

 
 Homophones and 

near homophones  

Teach these specific 
ones at this point so 
they are all covered.  

LO: I can spell homophones and near homophones.  Berry/bury, brake/break, 
meet/meat, ball/bawl, 
fair/fare  
 

 
Adding the prefix 
bi-, and adding 
the prefix re-  

Bicycle, biannual, 
bisect, biannual, 
biplane 
Redo, refresh, return, 
reappear, redecorate  

LO: I can use the prefix bi- and re-.  
The prefix bi- (meaning ‘two’ or ‘twice’) and prefix re- (meaning ‘again’ or back’).  
 

Bicycle, biannual, bisect, 
biannual, biplane 
 
Redo, refresh, return, 
reappear, redecorate 

 Words ending in 
the /g/ sound 
spelt ‘gue’ and 
the /k/ sound 
spelt ‘que’  

league, tongue, 
antique, unique 

LO: I can use words ending in the /g/ spelt gue and /k/ spelt que.   
NB: These words mostly have a French origin  

league, tongue, plague, 
rogue, vague 
 
antique, unique, cheque, 
plaque, technique, mosque  

 Words with short 
/i/ sound spelt 
with ‘y  

Myth, gym, Egypt, 
pyramid, mystery 

LO: I can spell words with short /i/ sound spelt with ‘y Myth, gym, Egypt, 
pyramid, mystery, cygnet, 
lyrics, crystal, crypt, hymn 

 

Conjunctions   

Therefore, 
though/although 

LO: I can spell and use conjunctions 
NB: Connectives join two separate ideas in two sentences or paragraphs. They usually come at the start 
of a sentence. Conjunctions join two ideas in the same sentence. 

Therefore, though, 
although, however, 
whereas, hence, while, 
since, because, despite 

 
Homophones and 
near homophones  

Teach these specific 
ones at this point so 
they are all covered.  

LO: I can spell homophones and near homophones.  Grate/great, grown/groan, 
plain/plane, peace/piece, 
rain/reign 
 



 

Words ending 
with -sure 

Measure, treasure, 
pleasure, enclosure, 
creature, furniture, 
picture, nature, 
adventure 

LO: I can spell words ending in -sure  
 

Measure, treasure, 
pleasure, enclosure, 
creature, furniture, 
picture, nature, adventure 

 

Words ending 
with -sion 

Division, invasion, 
confusion, decision, 
collision, television 

LO: I can spell words ending in -sion.  
 

Division, invasion, 
confusion, decision, 
collision, television, 
transmission, vision, 
collision, mission 

 Word families: 
understanding the 

relationships 
between words.  

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can spell words from common word families (press and vent).  
Press is often connected to words that mean press.  
Vent is often connected to words that mean come.   

Press, suppress, express, 
compress, impress, 
prevent, invent, venture, 
adventure, eventful 

 Word families: 
understanding the 

relationships 
between words.  

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can spell words from common word families (struct and uni).  
Struct is often connected to words that mean built  
Uni is often connected to words that mean one   

Instruct, structure, 
construction, instruction, 
instructor, unit, union, 
united, universe, university 

 
Words with a /sh/ 
sound spelt with 

‘ch’ 

chef, chalet, 
machine, 
brochure 

LO: I can spell words with the /sh/ sound, spelt ch.   
NB: These words are mostly French in origin.  

chef, chalet, machine, 
brochure, parachute, 
chute, ricochet, crochet, 
moustache 

 
Words with a /k/ 
sound spelt with 

‘ch’ 

scheme, chorus, 
chemist, echo, 
character 

LO: I can spell words with the /k/ sound, spelt ch.   
NB: These words are mostly Greek in origin. 

scheme, chorus, chemist, 
echo, 
character, stomach*, 
technology, technical 
*this is on the Yr5/6 list! 

 

Words ending in 
the suffix ‘ary’ 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can spell words ending with the suffix -ary  Library, February, 
dictionary, boundary, 
salary, summary, primary, 
secondary, ordinary, 
necessary 
*this is on the Yr5/6 list! 

 

Words ending in 
the suffix ‘al’ 

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can spell words ending with the suffix -al  Natural, occasional, actual, 
accidental, medical, 
national, capital, vocal, 
sensational, personal 
 

 
STATUTORY 

WORD 
CHALLENGE  

Calendar, century, 
centre, circle, early, 
earth, favourite, 

 Calendar, century, centre, 
circle, early, earth, 
favourite, history, woman, 
women 



history, woman, 
women 

 
Homophones and 

near-
homophones  

Year 3:  
ball/bawl, berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear, heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, main/mane, meat/meet, peace/piece, 
plain/plane, rain/rein/reign. 
Year 4:  
accept/except, affect/effect, medal/meddle, missed/mist, scene/seen, weather/whether, whose/who’s 

 

Year 3/4 Statutory 
Spelling Words  

Year 3:  
accident(ally) actual(ly) appear bicycle breath calendar century centre circle certain continue different disappear early earth eight/eighth extreme famous 
favourite February history interest mention natural naughty occasion(ally) ordinary particular peculiar position purpose recent reign straight strange therefore 
though/although thought weight woman/women 
Year 4:  
address answer arrive believe build breathe busy/business caught consider complete decide describe difficult enough exercise experience experiment 
forward(s) fruit grammar group guard guide heard heart height imagine increase important island knowledge learn length library material medicine minute 
naughty notice occasion(ally) often opposite perhaps popular possess(ion) possible potatoes pressure probably promise quarter question regular remember 
sentence separate special strength suppose surprise through various  

 

  



Year 4 
National Curriculum 

Suggested words 
Learning Objectives and Specific Rules to be Taught 

Suggested Spellings for modelling 
and activities 

 

Common 
words with 

silent letters 

Yr3/4 Spelling list: 
guide, guard, island, 
build, answer, library  

LO: I can spell words containing silent letters and suffixes. 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUSLY TAUGHT SUFFIXES- ing, ed and er (Yr3) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-silent-letters/zh4hf4j - video showing 
ways to remember silent letters using word families – not all the words are in this video, and there are lots of 
alternatives that the children can learn too.  

Guide, guided, guiding, guard, 
guarded, guarding, island, 
islander, build, building, builder, 
answer, answered, answering, 
library  

Words with the 
/aw/ sound 

spelt augh and 
au.  

NOT STATUTORY  
Yr3/4 Spelling list: 
caught, naughty  

LO: I can spell words with the /aw/ sound spelt augh or au.  
This has been taught in KS1 and Year 3, but is a common problem for our school (noted in upper school, possibly 
due to dialect and Essex pronunciation of words which is why it is being covered again).  

Caught, naughty, taught, 
daughter, applaud, author, 
clause, cause, autumn, astronaut  

Words with the 
/s/ sound spelt 

sc (Latin in 
origin) 

Science, scene, 
discipline, fascinate, 
crescent  

LO: I can spell words containing sc.  
In the Latin words from which these words come, the Romans probably pronounced the c and the k as two sounds 
rather than one – /s/ /k/. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/zt932nb - video they can use to inspire a sc story 

Science, scene, discipline, 
fascinate, crescent, disciple, 
scent, scissors, ascent, descent, 
scenery 

Ough for long 
/o/, /oo/ or 
/or/ sound  

Non-statutory – parts 
of the Yr3/4 word list 
is being covered in 
this session. 

LO: I can use ough for long /o/, /oo/ or /or/ sound 
This has been taught in KS1 and Year 3, but is a common problem (noted in writing moderations, possibly due to 
dialect and Essex pronunciation of words which is why it is being covered again). Review video of the different ways 
of spelling the sound: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/z9f2b82  

Though, although, dough, 
through, breakthrough, thought, 
bought, fought, ought  

Words with a 
double letter 

Non-Statutory – parts 
of the Yr3/4 word list 
is being covered in 
this session.  

LO: I can spell words that contain a double letter.   
This has been taught in KS1 and Year 3, but is a common problem (noted in writing moderations).  
When the distinction between long and short consonants ended, during Middle English, the writing of a double, as 
opposed to a single, consonant became a useful device to show that the preceding vowel was short, and we still 
retain this convention (albeit inconsistently). 

Opportunity, accident, address, 
difficult, grammar, possession, 
opposite, pressure, oppose, 
battlement 

Homophones 
and near 

homophones.  

Teach these specific 
ones at this point so 
they are all covered.  

LO: I can spell homophones and near homophones.  Accept/except, affect/effect, 
aloud/allowed, 
weather/whether, whose/who’s.  
 

Autumn 1  
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness and previous spelling rules that are a cohort weakness (all resources are on S Drive). Remember to look at the expected word list 

too!  
 

Apostrophes 
for plural 

possession  

girls’, boys’, babies’, 
children’s, men’s, 
mice’s 

LO: I can use apostrophes correctly for plural possession and contraction.   
Contraction is for review, plural is new Year 4 objective.  
 
(Note: singular proper nouns ending in an s use the ’s suffix e.g. Cyprus’s population) 

girls’, boys’, babies’, children’s, 
men’s, mice’s  

Tion  

Invention, injection, 
action, hesitation, 
completion  

LO: I can spell words with tion endings. 
Strictly speaking, the suffixes are –ion and –ian. Clues about whether to put t, s, ss or c before these suffixes often 
come from the last letter or letters of the root word. 
–tion is the most common spelling. It is used if the root word ends in t or te. 

Invention, injection, action, 
hesitation, completion, 
distraction, collection, direction 
 

Ssion  
Expression, 
discussion, 

LO: I can spell words with ssion endings. Expression, discussion, 
confession, permission, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-wonderful-words-silent-letters/zh4hf4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/zt932nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt62mnb/articles/z9f2b82


confession, 
permission, 
admission 

Strictly speaking, the suffixes are –ion and –ian. Clues about whether to put t, s, ss or c before these suffixes often 
come from the last letter or letters of the root word. 
 
–ssion is used if the root word ends in ss or –mit. 

admission, possession, 
impression, omission, 

Sion 

Expansion, extension, 
comprehension, 
tension 

LO: I can spell words with sion endings.  
Strictly speaking, the suffixes are –ion and –ian. Clues about whether to put t, s, ss or c before these suffixes often 
come from the last letter or letters of the root word. 
 
–sion is used if the root word ends in d or se. 
Exceptions: attend – attention, intend – intention. 

Expansion, extension, 
comprehension, tension, 
erosion, version, elusion, 
decision, explosion 

Cian  

Musician, electrician, 
magician, politician, 
mathematician.  

LO: I can spell words with cian endings. 
Strictly speaking, the suffixes are –ion and –ian. Clues about whether to put t, s, ss or c before these suffixes often 
come from the last letter or letters of the root word. 
 
–cian is used if the root word ends in c or cs 
 

Musician, electrician, magician, 
politician, mathematician, 
optician, dietician  

 

Nouns ending 
in ation  

information, 
adoration, sensation, 
preparation, 
admiration 

LO: I can spell nouns ending in -ation.  
The suffix –ation is added to verbs to form nouns. The rules already learnt still apply. 

information, adoration, 
sensation, preparation, 
education, location, 
exaggeration, concentration, 
imagination, organisation  
 

Nouns ending 
in ation  

information, 
adoration, sensation, 
preparation, 
admiration 

LO: I can spell nouns ending in -ation. 
The suffix –ation is added to verbs to form nouns. The rules already learnt still apply. 

Creation, radiation, indication, 
ventilation, regulation, 
dedication, demonstration, 
abbreviation, translation, 
vibration.  
 

Adverbials of 
manner  

Non-statutory:  
 

LO: I can spell adverbials of manner 
 

Accidentally, awkwardly, 
frantically, curiously, obediently, 
carefully, rapidly, unexpectedly, 
deliberately, hurriedly, 
reluctantly 
 

Adverbials of 
frequency 

Non-statutory– parts 
of the Yr3/4 word list 
is being covered in 
this session. 

LO: I can spell adverbials of frequency  
 
 

Regularly, occasionally, often, 
frequently, seldom, rarely, 
continually, normally, 
intermittently, constantly 
 

Adverbials of 
possibility  

Non-statutory – parts 
of the Yr3/4 word list 

LO: I can spell adverbials of possibility   
 

perhaps, possibly, probably, 
certainly, definitely, obviously, 



is being covered in 
this session. 

undoubtedly, surely, without 
question,  
 

 

Words ending 
in ar or er  

Non-statutory – parts 
of the Yr3/4 word list 
is being covered in 
this session. 

LO: I can spell words ending in ar and er   
 

Calendar, grammar, regular, 
particular, peculiar, popular, 
consider, remember, quarter, 
integer 
 

Homophones 
and near 

homophones 

Teach these specific 
ones at this point so 
they are all covered.  

LO: I can spell homophones and near homophones.  
Although there/their/they’re and which/witch should already be secure, this is frequently revisited as it is a 
common problem in our children’s writing as seen in moderations.  

medal/meddle, missed/mist, 
scene/seen, 
They’re/Their/There, 
which/witch 
 

Prefix: In 
meaning not or 

into  

Inactive, incorrect LO: I can use the prefix in-, meaning not or into. Inactive, incorrect, insecure, 
inaccurate, indefinite, 
incomplete, infinite, inedible, 
inability, indecisive 
 
 

Prefix im 
before a root 
word starting 
with m or p  

Immature, immortal, 
impossible, 
impatient, imperfect  

LO: I can use the prefix im- before a root word starting with m or p.  Immature, immortal, impossible, 
impatient, imperfect, 
immeasurable, important, 
impolite, improper 
 
 

Prefix il before 
a root word 

starting with l 
and prefix ir 

before a root 
word starting 

with r 

Illegal, illegible,  
 
irregular, irrelevant, 
irresponsible  

LO: I can use the prefix il- before a root word starting with l or ir-before a root word starting with r. Illegal, illegible, illogical, 
illiterate, illicit  
 
irregular, irrelevant, 
irresponsible, irrational, 
irresistible  

 

Inter 

interact, intercity, 
international, 
interrelated  

LO: I can spell words containing the prefix inter-  
inter– means ‘between’ or ‘among’. 

interact, intercity, international, 
interrelated, interfere, internet, 
interrupt, intermediate, interval, 
intertwine 

Anti  

antiseptic, 
anticlockwise, 
antisocial 

LO: I can spell words containing the prefix anti-  
anti– means ‘against’.  

antiseptic, anticlockwise, 
antisocial, antibiotic, antidote, 
antibacterial, antibody, 
antifreeze 

Auto  
autobiography, 
autograph 

LO: I can spell words containing the prefix auto-  
auto– means ‘self’ or ‘own’. 

autobiography, autograph, 
automobile, autotype, 



 autonomy, automatic, autocracy, 
autopilot 

Ex  
Non-Statutory  LO: I can spell words containing the prefix ex- 

Ex, often meaning out  
Exit, extend, explode, excursion, 
exchange, export, exclaim, expel, 
external, exterior 

Non  

Non-Statutory LO: I can spell words containing the prefix non-  
Non, often meaning not.  
Briefly introduce hyphens here  
 

non-stick, non-stop, non-starter, 
non-smoker, nonsense, non-
fiction, non-drip, non-violent, 
non-profit,  
non-believer 
 

 

Suffix ous: 
no change to 
the root word 

poisonous, 
dangerous, 
mountainous,  
 

LO: I can spell words containing the suffix ous (no change to the root word). 
Sometimes the root word is obvious and the usual rules apply for adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters. 
Sometimes there is no obvious root word 

poisonous, dangerous, 
mountainous, joyous, 
synonymous, hazardous, riotous, 
perilous, momentous, 
scandalous 
 

 
Ous: 

no definitive 
root word 

tremendous, 
enormous, jealous 
 

LO: I can spell words containing the suffix ous (no definitive root word). 
If there is an /i:/ sound before the –ous ending, it is usually spelt as i, but a few words have e. 

Tremendous, enormous, jealous, 
serious, hideous, fabulous, 
curious, anxious, obvious, 
gorgeous 
 

 Ous:  
Words ending 
in Y become I 

and words 
ending in our 
become or.  

Various, humorous, 
glamorous, vigorous 
 
 

LO: I can spell words containing the suffix ous (y-I, our-or) 
–our is changed to –or before –ous is added. 
Can the children identify what the root words are and try to identify the rules for themselves before being taught? 
By this stage, they should have a good understanding of what a root word is.  

Various, furious, glorious, 
victorious, mysterious, 
humorous, glamorous, vigorous, 
odorous, rigorous 

 
Ous –  

Drop the e but 
not ge  

Famous, courageous, 
outrageous 

LO: I can spell words containing the suffix ous (e/ge root ending). 
A final ‘e’ of the root word must be kept if the /dʒ/ sound of ‘g’ is to be kept. If there is an /i:/ sound before the –
ous ending, it is usually spelt as i, but a few words have e. 
Can the children identify what the root words are and try to identify the rules for themselves before being taught? 
By this stage, they should have a good understanding of what a root word is. 

Famous, nervous, ridiculous, 
carnivorous, herbivorous, 
porous, adventurous, 
courageous, outrageous, 
advantageous.  

 

Final Statutory 
word challenge   

sentence separate 
special strength 
suppose surprise 
through various 
potatoes pressure 

Some of these are covered in Year 4 too but this will be as a revision.  sentence separate special 
strength suppose surprise 
through various potatoes 
pressure 

 
 

Homophones 
and near-

homophones  

Year 3:  
ball/bawl, berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear, heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, main/mane, meat/meet, peace/piece, plain/plane, 
rain/rein/reign. 
Year 4:  



accept/except, affect/effect, medal/meddle, missed/mist, scene/seen, weather/whether, whose/who’s 

 

Year 3/4 
Statutory 

Spelling Words  

Year 3:  
accident(ally) actual(ly) appear bicycle breath calendar century centre circle certain continue different disappear early earth eight/eighth extreme famous favourite February 
history interest mention natural naughty occasion(ally) ordinary particular peculiar position purpose potatoes pressure recent reign straight strange therefore though/although 
thought weight woman/women sentence separate special strength suppose surprise through various 
Year 4:  
address answer arrive believe build breathe busy/business caught consider complete decide describe difficult enough exercise experience experiment forward(s) fruit grammar 
group guard guide heard heart height imagine increase important island knowledge learn length library material medicine minute naughty notice occasion(ally) often opposite 
perhaps popular possess(ion) possible potatoes pressure probably promise quarter question regular(ly) remember sentence separate special strength suppose surprise through 
various  

 

  



Year 5 
National Curriculum 

Suggested words 
Learning Objectives and Specific Rules to be Taught 

Suggested Spellings for 
modelling and activities 

 

Words with an /or/ 
sound spelt ‘or’ 

Revisit and review 
while using Yr5/6 
spelling list words.  

LO: I can spell words with the /or/ sound spelt ‘or’ 
This has been taught in KS1 through phonics and has also been taught in LKS2. This should be a refresher with 
some more complex words. You may wish to refer back to phonics knowledge to revisit words that they are 
already familiar with first. 

Forty, scorch, absorb, decorate, 
afford, enormous, category, 
tornado, according, opportunity 

Words with /or/ 
sound spelt ‘au’ 

Revisit and review 
while using Yr5/6 
spelling list words. 

LO: I can spell words with the /or/ sound spelt ‘au’ 
This has been taught in KS1 through phonics and has also been taught in LKS2. This should be a refresher with 
some more complex words. You may wish to refer back to phonics knowledge to revisit words that they are 
already familiar with first. 

Pause, cause, sauce, fraud, 
launch, author, August, applaud, 
astronaut, restaurant 

Words with the 
short vowel sound 

/i/ spelt with y 

Revisit and review 
while using Yr5/6 
spelling list words. 

LO: I can spell words with the short vowel sound /i/ spelt with a y.   
This has been taught in KS1 through phonics and has also been taught in LKS2. This should be a refresher with 
some more complex words. You may wish to refer back to phonics knowledge to revisit words that they are 
already familiar with first.  

Symbol mystery lyrics oxygen 
symptom, physical system 
typical crystal rhythm 

Words with a long 
/e/ sound spelt ‘ie’ 
or ‘ei’ after c (and 

exceptions) 

deceive, conceive, 
receive, perceive, 
ceiling 

LO: I can spell words with the long /e/ sound spelt ie or ei.    
The ‘i before e except after c’ rule applies to words where the sound spelt by ei is /i:/. Exceptions: protein, 
caffeine, seize (and either and neither if pronounced with an initial /i:/ sound). 

Siege, niece, grief, chief, fiend, 
shriek, believe, achieve, 
convenience, mischievous 

Words with 
endings that sound 
like /shuhs/ spelt 

with –cious 

vicious, precious, 
conscious, delicious, 
malicious, suspicious 

LO: I can spell words ending in -cious.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUE46T508qI – this is how the sound is taught in KS1.  

Not many common words end like this. If the root word ends in –ce, the /ʃ/ sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. 
vice – vicious, grace – gracious, space – spacious, malice – malicious. Exception: anxious. 
Cious/tious as a suffix means having qualities of 

Vicious, gracious, spacious, 
malicious, precious, conscious, 
delicious, suspicious, atrocious, 
ferocious 

Words with 
endings that sound 
like /shuhs/ spelt 
with –tious or -

ious 

ambitious, cautious, 
fictitious, infectious, 
nutritious 

LO: I can spell words ending in -tious or ious.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUE46T508qI – this is how the sound is taught in KS1.  

Cious/tious as a suffix means having qualities of 
  

Ambitious, cautious, fictitious, 
infectious, nutritious, 
contentious, superstitious, 
pretentious, anxious, obnoxious 

Autumn 1  
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness and previous spelling rules that are a cohort weakness (all resources are on S Drive). Remember to look at the expected word list 

too!  

 

GPS 
Review of word 

classes  

Revisit and review 
while using Yr5/6 
spelling list words. 

LO: I can identify word class and convert between them.  
Review what a verb, noun, adjective, adverb, preposition and determiner is. Children to take words from the 
Year 5/6 spelling list and sort them into them into the different word classes and start to investigate words 
that can be more than one class based on their use in a sentence. 
 
E.g. I went to the play at the theatre. I went to play tennis.  

NO WORD LIST – teacher to 
choose common/topic-based 

words.  
 
BASED ON YR6 GPS SATS STYLE 

QUESTIONS AND WORDS. 

Convert nouns or 
adjectives into 
verbs using the 

suffix -ate 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes. 

LO: I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using the suffix -ate.  Pollinate, captivate, activate, 
motivate, communicate, 
medicate, elasticate, hyphenate, 
alienate, validate 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUE46T508qI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUE46T508qI


Convert nouns or 
adjectives into 
verbs using the 

suffix -ise 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes. 

LO: I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using the suffix -ise.  Criticise, advertise, capitalise, 
finalise, equalise, fertilise, 
terrorise, socialise, visualise, 
vandalise 

Convert nouns or 
adjectives into 
verbs using the 

suffix -ify 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes.  

LO: I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using the suffix -ify.  Amplify, solidify, signify, falsify, 
glorify, notify, testify, purify, 
intensify, classify 

Convert nouns or 
adjectives into 
verbs using the 

suffix -ment 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes.  

LO: I can convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using the suffix -ment.  Equipment, environment, 
government, parliament, 
enjoyment, document, 
management, movement, 
replacement, statement 
 

 

Words with 
'silent' letters 

doubt, island, lamb, 
solemn, thistle, 
knight 

LO: I can spell words containing silent letters  
Some letters which are no longer sounded used to be sounded hundreds of years ago: e.g. in knight, there was 
a /k/ sound before the /n/, and the gh used to represent the sound that ‘ch’ now represents in the Scottish 
word loch. 
 
TAUGHT IN YR2,3 AND 4  

Doubt, lamb, debt, thumb, 
solemn, autumn, column, 
knight, knuckle, knot 

Words with 
'silent' letters 

doubt, island, lamb, 
solemn, thistle, 
knight 

LO: I can spell words containing silent letters 
 

Wrestle, wrapper, island, aisle, 
debris, mortgage, castle, yacht, 
guarantee, guilty 
 

Words containing 
the letter string 

‘ough’ 

ought, bought, 
thought, nought, 
brought, fought 
rough, tough, 
enough cough 
though, although, 
dough through 
thorough, borough 
plough, bough 

LO: I can spell words containing the letter string ‘ough’ 
ough is one of the trickiest spellings in English – it can be used to spell a number of different sounds. 
 
PREVIOUSLY TAUGHT IN YEAR 4 AND YEAR 2  

Though, although, dough, 
doughnut, through, cough, 
trough, rough, tough, enough 

Words containing 
the letter string 

‘ough’ 

LO: I can spell words containing the letter string ‘ough’ 
ough is one of the trickiest spellings in English – it can be used to spell a number of different sounds. 
 
PREVIOUSLY TAUGHT IN YEAR 4 AND YEAR 2 

Plough, bough, drought, 
brought, bought, wrought, 
thought, ought, borough, 
thorough 

Unstressed vowels 
in 

polysyllabic words 

 LO: I can spell polysyllabic words containing unstressed vowels 
 

Definite, desperate, literate, 
secretary, stationary, dictionary, 
Wednesday, familiar, original, 
animal 

 

 
Words ending in 

-able 

adorable changeable 
noticeable reliable 
enjoyable 

LO: I can spell words ending in the suffix able.  
 

Adorable, valuable, advisable, 
believable, desirable, excitable, 
knowledgeable, likeable, 
changeable, noticeable 



 

Words ending in 
-ably 

adorably applicably 
considerably 
tolerably 

LO: I can spell words ending in the suffix ably 
 

Adorably, valuably, believably, 
considerably, tolerably, 
changeably, noticeably, 
dependably, comfortably, 
reasonably 

Word ending in 
ible  

Possible horrible 
terrible visible 
incredible sensible 
forcible legible 

LO: I can spell words ending in the suffix ible.  
The –ible ending is common if a complete root word can’t be heard before it but it also sometimes occurs 
when a complete word can be heard (e.g. sensible). 

Possible, horrible, terrible, 
visible, incredible, sensible, 
forcible, legible, responsible, 
reversible 

Words ending in 
ibly  

possibly, horribly, 
terribly, visibly, 
incredibly, sensibly 

LO: I can spell words ending in the suffix ibly.  
 

Possibly, horribly, terribly, 
visibly, incredibly, sensibly, 
forcibly, legibly, responsibly, 
reversibly 

Convert nouns or 
adjectives into 
verbs using the 

suffix -en 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes. 

LO: I can use the suffix -en to convert nouns to adjectives.  Blacken, brighten, flatten, 
lengthen, mistaken, straighten, 
shorten, thicken, tighten, 
toughen 

 

 Convert nouns or 
verbs into 
adjectives 

using suffix -al 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes. 

LO: I can use the suffix -al to convert nouns or verbs into adjectives   Musical, political, accidental, 
mathematical, functional, 
tropical, bridal, central, global, 
industrial 

Convert nouns or 
verbs into 
adjectives 

using suffix -ful 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes. 

LO: I can use the suffix -ful to convert nouns or verbs to adjectives. Boastful, faithful, doubtful, 
fearful, thankful, beautiful, 
pitiful, plentiful, fanciful, 
merciful 

Convert nouns or 
verbs into 
adjectives 

using suffix -ive 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing 
awareness of a wider 
range of suffixes. 

LO: I can use the suffix -ive to convert nouns or verbs to adjectives. Attractive, creative, addictive, 
assertive, abusive, cooperative, 
exhaustive, appreciative, 
offensive, expressive 

Homophones and 
near homophones 

Principle, profit, 
prophet, stationary 

LO: I can spell and use homophones and near homophones 

• Principal: adjective – most important (e.g. principal ballerina) noun – important person (e.g. principal of a 
college) principle: basic truth or belief 

• Profit: money that is made in selling things prophet: someone who foretells the future  

• stationary: not moving stationery: paper, envelopes etc.  
Revision of prior common mistake homophones: Their, they’re and their revision  
Of and off  

Principal, profit, prophet, 
stationary, their/they’re/ there, 
of/off 

Homophones and 
near homophones 

Steal, steel, 
envelope, wary, 
weary, who’s, whose 

LO: I can spell and use homophones and near homophones 
steal: take something that does not belong to you steel: metal wary: cautious weary: tired who’s: contraction 
of who is or who has whose: belonging to someone (e.g. Whose jacket is that?) 
Revision of previous, common mistake homophones: To, too and two, Which witch  

steal, steel, envelope, 
wary/weary, who’s/whose, 
to/two/too 



 
 

Adding verb 
prefixes 

de- and re- 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can use the verb prefixes de- and re-  
 
 

Deflate, deform, decode, 
decompose, defuse, recycle, 
rebuild, rewrite, replace, revisit 
 

 
Adding verb prefix 

over- 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can use the verb prefix over- Overthrow, overturn, overslept, 
overcook, overreact, overtired, 
overcoat, overpaid, overlook, 
overbalance 

 Word families 
based on common 

words, showing 
how words are 
related in form 
and meaning 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can investigate word families (inter) Interrupt, interfere, intercept, 
interject, intertwine, interim, 
internal, intersperse, interloper, 
interest 

 Word families 
based on common 

words, showing 
how words are 
related in form 
and meaning 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can investigate word families (mit) Commit, committee, transmit, 
submit, commitment, emit, 
permit, intermittent, omit, 
unremitting 

Summer 2  
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness and previous spelling rules that are a cohort weakness (all resources are on S Drive). Remember to look at the expected word list 
too! 

 
Homophones and 
near homophones  

principal: adjective – most important (e.g. principal ballerina) noun – important person (e.g. principal of a college) principle: basic truth or belief profit: money that is 
made in selling things prophet: someone who foretells the future stationary: not moving stationery: paper, envelopes etc. steal: take something that does not belong to 
you steel: metal wary: cautious weary: tired who’s: contraction of who is or who has whose: belonging to someone (e.g. Whose jacket is that?) 

 

Year 5/6 Statutory 
Spelling List  

accommodate accompany according achieve aggressive amateur ancient apparent appreciate attached available average awkward bargain bruise category cemetery 
committee communicate community competition conscience* conscious* controversy convenience correspond criticise (critic + ise) curiosity definite desperate 
determined develop dictionary disastrous embarrass environment equip (–ped, –ment) especially exaggerate excellent existence explanation familiar foreign forty 
frequently government guarantee harass hindrance identity immediate(ly) individual interfere interrupt language leisure lightning marvellous mischievous muscle 
necessary neighbour nuisance occupy occur opportunity parliament persuade physical prejudice privilege profession programme pronunciation queue recognise 
recommend relevant restaurant rhyme rhythm sacrifice secretary shoulder signature sincere(ly) soldier stomach sufficient suggest symbol system temperature thorough 
twelfth variety vegetable vehicle yacht 

 

  



Year 6 
National Curriculum 

Suggested words 
Learning Objectives and Specific Rules to be Taught 

Suggested Spellings for 
modelling and activities 

 

Synonyms and 
Antonyms 

 
VOCAB 

DEVELOPER 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can identify and use synonyms and antonyms.  
Review what is meant by the terms synonym and antonym as this should be secure knowledge at this stage. 
Emphasise that this week’s spellings are all related to size and could come in useful for their English and topic 
learning over the coming weeks. What is the word class of these words? How do you know? Explore meaning and 
use of a thesaurus as part of this week’s spelling work.  

Immense, vast, gigantic, 
gargantuan, mammoth, 
miniature, miniscule, 
insignificant, microscopic, 
petite 

Ambitious 
Synonyms: 
Adjectives 

NON-STATUTORY: 
Use the session to teach 
GPS Synonyms and 
some of the Stat word 
list.  

LO: I can identify and use synonyms and antonyms. 
Review what was learnt last week and the meaning of some of the more challenging words related to size. These 
words are all related to mood and emotion and again, will be useful for their English and foundation learning.  

Aggressive, hostile, 
awkward, obstinate, 
desperate, frantic, 
disastrous, calamitous, 
marvellous, spectacular 

Words with a 
‘soft c’ 

spelt /ce/ 

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can spell words with a soft c, spelt ce.  
Emphasise the words that are on the Yr5/6 statutory list – add to vocab walls.  

Cemetery, certificate, 
celebrate, necessary, 
deceased, December, 
sacrifice, hindrance, 
nuisance, prejudice 

Words with a 
long /e/ sound 
spelt ‘ie’ or ‘ei’ 

after c (and 
exceptions) 

deceive, conceive, 
receive, perceive, ceiling 

LO: I can spell words with the long /e/ sound spelt ie or ei  
The ‘i before e except after c’ rule applies to words where the sound spelt by ei is /i:/. Exceptions: protein, caffeine, 
seize (and either and neither if pronounced with an initial /i:/ sound). 
 
COVERED IN YEAR 5 – REVIEW WITH DIFFERENT WORDS 

Deceive, conceive, receive, 
perceive, ceiling, receipt, 
protein, caffeine, seize, 
neither 

Words with a 
long /o/ sound 

spelt ‘ou’ or 
‘ow’ 

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can spell words with the long /o/ sound spelt ou or ow.  
 

Shoulder, smoulder, mould, 
poultry, soul, shallow, 
window, blown, known, 
thrown 

Homophones & near 
Homophones: 

Nouns that end 
in -ce/-cy and 
verbs that end 

in -se/-sy 

advice/advise 
device/devise 
licence/license 
practice/practise 
prophecy/prophesy 

LO: I can use -ce/cy ending for nouns and se/sy endings for verbs (homophones)  
In the pairs of words opposite, nouns end –ce and verbs end –se. Advice and advise provide a useful clue as the word 
advise (verb) is pronounced with a /z/ sound – which could not be spelt c. 

advice/advise 
device/devise 
licence/license 
practice/practise 
prophecy/prophesy 

Autumn 1  
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness and previous spelling rules that are a cohort weakness (all resources are on S Drive). Remember to look at the expected word list 

too!  

 Synonyms and 
Antonyms  

 
VOCAB 

DEVELOPER 

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can identify and use synonyms and antonyms. Ecstatic, jovial, exultant, 
elated, delighted, 
despondent, forlorn, 
dejected, woeful, dismal 



Hyphens: To 
join a prefix 
ending in a 

vowel to a root 
word beginning 

with a vowel. 

co-ordinate, re-enter, 
co-operate, co-own 

LO: I can use a hyphen to join a prefix ending in a vowel to a root word beginning with a vowel  
Hyphens can be used to join a prefix to a root word, especially if the prefix ends in a vowel letter and the root word 
also begins with one. 

co-operate, co-ordinate, 
co-own, co-author, re-
enter, re-educate, re-
examine, re-evaluate, re-
energise, re-elect 

Hyphens: To 
join compound 

adjectives to 
avoid ambiguity 

NON-STATUTORY: used 
to compliment the SPAG 
curriculum  

LO: I can use a hyphen to join compound adjectives  
 

man-eating, little-used, 
rock-bottom, wide-eyed, 
pig-headed, tight-fisted, 
cold-hearted, stone-faced 
, green-eyed, short-
tempered 

Word families: 
gram  

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can investigate word families (gram) 
 

Programme, telegram, 
hologram, diagram, 
grammar, grammatical, 
parallelogram, monogram, 
programmer, program 

Words with 
endings which 

sound like 
/shuhl/ after a 

vowel letter 

Special, official, artificial  LO: I can spell words with cial endings.  
–cial is common after a vowel letter and –tial after a consonant letter, but there are some exceptions. Exceptions: 
initial, financial, commercial, provincial (the spelling of the last three is clearly related to finance, commerce and 
province). 

Official, special, artificial, 
social, racial, crucial, facial, 
beneficial, superficial, 
antisocial 

 Words with 
endings which 

sound like 
/shuhl/ after a 

consonant 
letter 

Partial, confidential, 
essential 

LO: I can spell words with tial endings.  
–cial is common after a vowel letter and –tial after a consonant letter, but there are some exceptions. Exceptions: 
initial, financial, commercial, provincial (the spelling of the last three is clearly related to finance, commerce and 
province). 

Partial, confidential, 
essential, substantial, 
torrential, sequential, 
potential, spatial, martial, 
influential 

 

 
Words ending 

in 
-able 

applicable tolerable 
considerable 
dependable comfortable 
understandable 
reasonable 

 LO: I can spell words ending in the suffix able.  
Covered in year 5, however this will be a revision of prior learning before a half term focussed on suffixes.  

Applicable, tolerable, 
operable, considerable, 
dependable, comfortable, 
reasonable, perishable, 
breakable, fashionable 

Adding suffixes 
beginning with 

vowel 
letters to words 

ending in -fer 

referring, referred, 
referral, preferring, 
preferred, transferring, 
transferred reference, 
referee, preference, 
transference 

LO: I can add suffixes to words ending in -fer. 
The r is doubled if the –fer is still stressed when the ending is added. The r is not doubled if the –fer is no longer 
stressed. 

referring, referred, referral, 
preferring, preferred, 
transferring, transferred 
reference, referee, 
preference, transference 

The suffix -ity 
NON-STATUTORY:  LO: I can use the suffix -ity. Community, curiosity, 

ability, visibility, captivity, 



Developing awareness 
of a wider range of 
suffixes. 

activity, eternity, flexibility, 
possibility, sensitivity 
 

The suffix -ness 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing awareness 
of a wider range of 
suffixes. 

LO: I can use the suffix -ness. 
 

foolishness, stubbornness, 
brightness, thoughtfulness, 
loneliness, cleanliness, 
tenderness, unfairness, 
carelessness, thoroughness 
 

 

The suffix -ship 

NON-STATUTORY:  
Developing awareness 
of a wider range of 
suffixes. 

LO: I can use the suffix -ship.  Membership, ownership, 
partnership, dictatorship, 
championship, 
craftsmanship, fellowship, 
apprenticeship, citizenship, 
sponsorship 
 

 
 

Synonyms and 
Antonyms  

 
VOCAB 

DEVELOPER 

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can identify and use synonyms and antonyms. Deafening, piercing, 
blaring, ear-piercing, 
raucous, silent, tranquil, 
inaudible, unobtrusive, 
peaceful 

Words that can 
be used as 
nouns and 

verbs 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can spell words that can be used as nouns or verbs  
 

Challenge, protest, 
broadcast, benefit, charge, 
function, influence, 
interest, object, damage 

 
Words that can 
be nouns and 

verbs 

NON-STATUTORY LO: I can spell words that can be used as nouns or verbs  
 

Produce, present, reason, 
silence, support, transport, 
surprise, scratch, freeze, 
balance 
 

 Adjectives 
ending in -ant 

into nouns 
ending in -ance/ 

-ancy 

observant, observance, 
expectant, hesitant, 
hesitancy, tolerant, 
tolerance, substance 

LO: I can convert adjectives ending in -ant into nouns ending in -ance/ -ancy  
Use –ant and –ance/–ancy if there is a related word with a /æ/ or /eɪ/ sound in the right position; –ation endings are 
often a clue.  

Observant, observance, 
expectant, expectancy, 
hesitant, hesitancy, 
tolerant, tolerance, 
relevant  

 Adjectives 
ending in -ent 

into nouns 
ending in -
ence/-ency 

innocent, innocence, 
decent, decency, 
frequent, frequency, 
confident, confidence 
(confidential) 

LO: I can convert adjectives ending in -ent into nouns ending in -ence/ -ency  
Use –ent and –ence/–ency after soft c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ sound) and qu, or if there is a related word with a 
clear /ɛ/ sound in the right position. There are many words, however, where the above guidance does not help.  
 

Innocent, innocence, 
decent, decency, excellent, 
excellence, confident, 
confidence, existent, 
existence 



These words just have to be learnt. assistant, assistance, obedient, obedience, independent, independence 

 

Word families: 
Sign 

NON-STATUTORY  LO: I can investigate word families (sign) 
 

Signature, assign, design, 
designate, significant, 
resignation, resign, 
insignificant, assignment, 
signal 

 Spring 2 
Any spare sessions to be used on revisiting areas of weakness and previous spelling rules that are a cohort weakness (all resources are on S Drive). Remember to look at the expected word list 

too! 

 
Year 6 will spend the remainder of the year working on areas of cohort weakness and revisiting prior objectives in preparation for final KS2 writing assessments (June) and then will complete 

investigation work. 
 

ALL objectives from the National Curriculum have been covered, many have been revisited and additional, non-statutory rules have also been covered. 



 

 

 

 

RESOURCE 

MASTER COPIES  
These can also be found on the S Drive under Spelling (on PowerPoint) if these are too blurry.  



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


