
Year 6 Curriculum  

 Autumn 1 
Conflict: Keep the Home Fires 

Burning.  
Private Peaceful, Michael Morpurgo  

Autumn 2 
Conflict: We’ll Meet Again  

Letters from the Lighthouse  
Emma Carroll  

Spring 1 
1001 Nights: Early Islamic 

Civilisation  
Arabian Nights 

Spring 2 
1001 Nights: Early Islamic 

Civilisation 
Arabian Nights – Aladdin   

Summer 1 
Meddling Monarchs 

Black Powder – Ally Sherrick 

Summer 2 
Meddling Monarchs 

Macbeth – William Shakespeare 
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A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

A study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

Ancient Civilisations: 
A non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history – one 
study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900 

Ancient Civilisations: 
A non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history – one 
study chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900.  
 

Thematic History since 1066 
The changing power of monarchs 
using case studies. Changes in an 
aspect of social history, such as crime 
and punishment from the Anglo-
Saxons to the present or leisure and 
entertainment in the 20th Century 

Thematic History since 1066 
The changing power of monarchs 
using case studies. Changes in an 
aspect of social history, such as crime 
and punishment from the Anglo-
Saxons to the present or leisure and 
entertainment in the 20th Century 
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Locational knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe  

• key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 

• name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and 
their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key 
topographical features, land-
use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects 
have changed over time 

• identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 

• features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

Human and physical geography 

• physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts. 

• human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water 

Ancient Mapping 

• use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

Human and physical geography 

• physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts. 

• human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 
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Light 

• recognise that light appears to 
travel in straight lines 

• use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain that 
objects are seen because they 
give out or reflect light into the 
eye 

• explain that we see things 
because light travels from light 
sources to our eyes or from 
light sources to objects and 
then to our eyes 

• use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain why 
shadows have the same shape 
as the objects that cast them 

Electricity 

• associate the brightness of a 
lamp or the volume of a buzzer 
with the number and voltage of 
cells used in the circuit 

• compare and give reasons for 
variations in how components 
function, including the 
brightness of bulbs, the 
loudness of buzzers and the 
on/off position of switches 

• use recognised symbols when 
representing a simple circuit in 
a diagram 

Evolution and inheritance 

• recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils 
provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions 
of years ago 

• recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but 
normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents 

• identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in 
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution 

• find out about the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and 
about how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on 
evolution. 

• observing and raising questions about local animals and how they are 
adapted to their environment; comparing how some living things are 
adapted to survive in extreme conditions, for example, cactuses, 
penguins and camels. They might analyse the advantages and 
disadvantages of specific adaptations, such as being on 2 feet rather than 
4, having a long or a short beak, having gills or lungs, tendrils on climbing 
plants, brightly coloured and scented flowers 

Living things and their habitats 

• describe how living things are 
classified into broad groups 
according to common 
observable characteristics and 
based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-
organisms, plants and animals 

• give reasons for classifying 
plants and animals based on 
specific characteristics 

• Find out about the significance 
of the work of scientists such as 
Carl Linnaeus, a pioneer of 
classification. 

Animals including humans 

• identify and name the main 
parts of the human circulatory 
system, and describe the 
functions of the heart, blood 
vessels and blood 

• recognise the impact of diet, 
exercise, drugs and lifestyle on 
the way their bodies function 

• describe the ways in which 
nutrients and water are 
transported within animals, 
including humans 

• work scientifically by: exploring 
the work of scientists and 
scientific research about the 
relationship between diet, 
exercise, drugs, lifestyle and 
health. 
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Children will learn about War time artists and their impact on life during the 
first world war specifically. They will study Paul Nash as a notable war artist 
and will create landscapes using his techniques. They will understand the 
purpose of propaganda and will evaluate it as a means to capture and shape 
public opinion.  
 

• I can give detailed observations about notable artists’, artisans’ and 
designers’ work; 

• I can offer facts about notable artists’, artisans’ and designers’ lives; 

• create a colour palette, demonstrating mixing techniques; 

• use a range of paint (acrylic, oil paints, water colours) to create visually 
interesting pieces; 

• use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this 
strand: blend, mix, line, tone, shape, abstract, absorb, colour, 
impressionism, impressionists. 
 

Children continue exploring a variety of different brushes to see what happens. 
They use the language of colour accurately and use inspiration from natural 
and non-natural works to create a colour palette. Children are more expressive 
with colour, associating colours with moods. 

Children have more opportunities to 
make printing blocks and tiles. They 
now reflect on their choice of colour 
for prints and develop their accuracy 
with patterns. 
 

• design and create printing 
blocks/tiles; 

• develop techniques in mono, 
block and relief printing; 

• create and arrange accurate 
patterns; 

• use key vocabulary to 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding in this strand: 
Hapa-Zome, hammering, 
pattern, shape, tile, colour, 
arrange, collograph; 

 
 

Children continue exploring a variety 
of different brushes to see what 
happens. They use the language of 
colour accurately and use inspiration 
from natural and non-natural works 
to create a colour palette. Children 
are more expressive with colour, 
associating colours with moods. 

• create a colour palette, 
demonstrating mixing 
techniques; 

• use a range of paint (acrylic, oil 
paints, water colours) to create 
visually interesting pieces; 

• use key vocabulary to 
demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding in this strand: 
blend, mix, line, tone, shape, 
abstract, absorb, colour, 
impressionism, impressionists 

Children will learn about royal portraits and the development of portraiture. 
They will view some at the Tower of London and attempt to replicate their own 
royal portraits using different techniques. They will then apply this to review 
and refine what they learnt in the autumn term to landscape art.  
 

• I can show the effect of light on objects and people from different 
directions. 

• I can produce increasingly accurate drawings of people. 

• I can understand and begin to apply the concept of perspective in my 
sketches.  

• I can understand and use hue, tint, tone, shades and mood. 

• I can build up drawings and images of whole or parts of items using 
various techniques. 

• I can explore the use of colour for a purpose and to express feeling. 
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• To know how to stay safe online 
in Year 6  

• To know about the capabilities 
of a smart phone  

• To know what an app is and 
how they are used  

• To create a pitch for their App  

• To design an App  

• To design an App To 
demonstrate knowledge of e-
safety, smartphones and apps 

• To create our own mini 
enterprises using ICT To learn 
how to create an online survey 
(perform market research)  

• To use IT to record footage of 
focus groups  

• To learn how to analyse data 
and to show findings in graphs 
on excel  

• To learn how to use LogoJoy to 
design a logo and to design your 
product using SmartDraw  

• To create a radio advert for the 
projects that children have 
created  

• To learn how to design a leaflet 
to market your product/service 

• To be aware of potential 
dangers online associated with 
Location Based Services  

• To understand why and how to 
protect your privacy online  

• To understand cyberbullying, 
griefing and trolling and how to 
deal with them  

• To understand that not 
everything you see online is 
true and how you can report 
concerns online  

• To understand about viruses 
and malware  

• To create our own e-safety 
website  

• To complete our e-safety 
websites 

• Children are introduced to 
coding and the job of a coder 
and will learn to code their own 
game!  

• To learn about Javascript and 
advance knowledge of Python  

• To complete at least 5 
challenges in Scratch  

• To learn why we have different 
examples of user input and 
understand loops in Scratch  

• To understand how to use 
sensors and sounds in Scratch  

• To assess and recap what we 
have learnt in this unit 

• To research games that 
promote learning  

• To design and create a working 
times table game using scratch.  

• To design and create a working 
coin counter program on 
scratch  

• To design and create a working 
clock / stop watch. Introduction 
to Logo a graphic design 
software.  

• Creating a picture using logo 
programming.  

• To assess and recap what we 
have learnt in this unit 

• To create a plan and create a 
blog/vlog to show Why ICT is 
important past, present and 
future  

• To write our first blog post 
Provide tips for teaching 
students quality commenting 
skills.  

• To improve the quality of our 
blog posts by adding images. 
Adding video and audio to our 
blogs  

• To experience live blogging  

• To assess and recap what we 
have learnt in this unit 
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COVERED BY FRENCH TUTOR  

• To confidently participate in an 
introductory conversation in 
French  

• To confidently describe 
ourselves and others in French 

• To learn to tell the time to the 
hour in French  

• To follow linguistic patterns to 
create sentences  

• To use reflexive verbs to 
describe our daily routines  

• To create a speech about 
ourselves in French  

• To complete a series of 
activities to re-cap what they 
have learnt in this unit 

COVERED BY FRENCH TUTOR  

• To say the names of food shops 
in French from memory  

• To respond to questions about 
shopping for food using 
previous knowledge about 
question form and time  

• To use our food and drinks 
vocabulary to create a Café 
Menu  

• To create a script for our cafe 
role plays  

• To perform our cafe role plays 
in groups  

• To learn about Christmas food 
and drinks in France  

• To recap and assess what we 
have learnt during this unit 

COVERED BY FRENCH TUTOR  

• To be able to say what chores 
we do at home in French  

• To write our daily routine in 
French including chores we do 
at home  

• To express our opinions about 
hobbies in French  

• To extend our opinions by 
explaining why we like/dislike 
certain hobbies  

• To write our own diary extracts 
in French  

• To recap times and hobbies  

• To recap and assess what we 
have learnt during this unit 

COVERED BY FRENCH TUTOR  

• To recap animal vocabulary and 
identify if an unfamiliar word is 
masculine or feminine  

• To use a connecting word to 
connect two phrases together 
in French  

• To re-cap pets/ genders of pets 
and construct a conversation 
with this vocabulary  

• To order words correctly in a 
sentence in French  

• To have a debate in French  

• To decode a familiar text about 
animals  

• To recap and assess what we 
have learnt during this unit 

COVERED BY FRENCH TUTOR  

• To learn the French names of 
planets and give our opinion on 
them  

• To finish learning planets and to 
learn other key words about the 
universe  

• To create and describe our own 
aliens in French  

• To explore the story ‘Alien 
landing’ and use it to learn the 
past tense  

• To complete our topic on the 
solar system and create our 
own solar systems in French  

• To recap and assess what we 
have learnt during this unit 

COVERED BY FRENCH TUTOR  

• To learn holiday vocabulary in 
French  

• To build complex sentences 
about our holidays in French  

• To talk about travel in French  

• To complete a challenge from 
the Great Languages Challenge  

• To create a project about the 
world around me  

• To present The World around 
me projects to the class to gain 
peer assessment  

• To recap and assess what we 
have learnt during this unit 
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I can do it! (A) 

• I can identify and describe my 
goals. 

• I can identify and explain how 
to manage risks 

• I can recognise and assess risks 
related to growing up.  

• I can explain the importance 
that wellbeing has to a healthy 
lifestyle. 

Friendships & Relationships (B) 

• I can recognise and develop 
strategies to manage behaviour 

• I can explain and demonstrate 
compromise. 

• I can recognise the challenges 
and rewards of friendship. 

• I can describe how to react 
appropriately to other people. 

• I can recognise what 
appropriate physical contact is. 

Keeping Safe and Risk-free (A) 

• I can recognise positive and 
negative risks. 

• I can explain how to manage 
‘dares’.  

• I can recognise and react 
appropriately when facing risky 
situations. 

• I can describe what drugs are 
and how they are used. 

• I can describe issues around 
smoking. 

What are my Rights & 
Responsibilities? (C) 

• I can identify and discuss issues 
in the media about health and 
wellbeing. 

• I can describe and explain the 
difference between fact and 
opinion. 

• I can define and discuss what 
responsibilities, rights and 
duties are. 

• I can manage my actions as a 
consumer. 

• I can define and describe the 
language of personal finance. 

Everyone is Different! (C) 

• I can recognise and deal with 
bullying. 

• I can demonstrate how to show 
respect. 

• I can identify and describe the 
benefits of a diverse and 
respectful society. 

• I can describe the qualities of a 
positive friendship. 

• I can challenge stereotypical 
portrayals of people. 

• I can understand that marriage 
is a free choice for everyone. 

My Changing Body & Life (B) 

• I can recognise and produce 
positive strategies to manage 
change. 

• I can analyse and evaluate the 
importance of personal qualities. 

• I can recognise that the media is 
not always reliable. 

• I can understand peer pressure 
and the risk of sharing images 
online. 

• I can start to understand what 
puberty is and to deal with 
worries I might have. (Sex ED) 

• I can describe how sexual 
reproduction works. (Sex ED) 

• I can identify and explain 
situations that may involve an 
unsafe secret. 

• I can develop my first aid skills. 

 


