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Reading at St Andrew’s 

At Saint Andrew’s we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop our children’s love of reading 
and ensure that they are coherent and proficient communicators. English skills are integral to our whole 

school curriculum, from EYFS to Year 6. Our cross-curricular approach enables our children to make 
meaningful links with their learning and ensures that every member of our Saint Andrew’s family is 

supported in, and encouraged to build strong relationships, celebrate diversity, encourage respect and 
build a sense of community. Children are encouraged to apply their writing skills to a range of audiences 

and purpose – making links to the reasons why we write. This is closely linked to a wide range of fiction and 
non-fiction as well as stories and poetry from a range of cultures and backgrounds. 

 
EYFS Reading 
In EYFS, reading is an important feature inside and outside the classroom. We have a range of ways in 
which we promote reading: 
 

• Using core books to plan for children’s interests and class topics 
• Children have the opportunity to read to an adult, using phonically decodable reading books once a 

week alongside daily guided reading session. Children can choose a new book twice a week, as well 
as take home a Floppy Phonics book to develop their phonics skills.  

• Having enthusiastic staff who share their excitement of books with children and encourage lots of 
book talk and role play about the book.  

• Having a range of quality books available in all areas of the classroom 
• Having opportunities for independent writing in all areas of the classroom 
• Using story props, story sacks, role play areas and displays to enhance core books 
• Learning a range of poems, rhymes and traditional tales by heart 
• Having well planned, shared reading sessions that all practitioners are confident to take part in 
• Opportunities for children to learn from clearly modelled ‘reading behaviours’, for example, the 

recognition that print conveys meaning, the left to right directionality of English text, the purpose of 
punctuation 

• Involving parents in understanding the importance of early literacy though parents’ workshops and 
communications with the school and EYFS practitioners  

 
EYFS children also join in the Daily Supported Reading (DSR) programme in the summer term, this aids the 
smooth transition from EYFS to Year 1 learning and starts them on their journey of independently reading 

more complex books.  
 
KS1 and Early Reading: Daily Supported Reading (DSR) 

 
Daily Supported Reading is a programme that ensures children in KS1 develop reading fluency by reading 
authentic natural language stories every day. It is implemented in addition to our school’s synthetic phonics 
programme following Floppy’s Phonics. Children read daily in small groups led by a trained adult (reading 
mentor). Each session lasts for 25 minutes and is non-negotiable every day. Small groups allow each child to 
be listened to daily, and adults to make accurate assessment of the child’s reading progress. Levels run 
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Additionally, all class teachers and the Headteacher are also trained Reading 

Mentors enabling all staff to deliver DSR effectively in KS1 and in KS2 interventions.  



 

 

from 1 –30. From level 12 upwards children start to write answers to guided reading style questions. The 
books and questions become more challenging as children progress through the levels.  
 

• Through texts, children learn to respond to, and engage with new ideas and information (cultural 
capital). 

• They are taught how to access information with increasing autonomy and to read aloud with 
increasing fluency. 

• They learn to problem solve independently, while keeping a story or message in mind (global 
comprehension) 

• They begin to trust, value, and deepen their own opinions and responses while reading with 
increasing fluency and understanding. 
 

KS1 Assessment  
Children are bench marked initially to find their level and grouped with others at the same level. Their 
reading mentor assesses the children weekly. We would expect most children to move weekly or 
fortnightly. Staff ensure that they are covering the key teaching points within their level to ensure that 
children make accepted progress and do not develop gaps in their knowledge. Expectations are that Year 1 
children should be working within level 15- 18 by the end of the year. The DSR lead will change the groups 
weekly, any children that are not moving will be highlighted to staff enabling them to focus on these 
children the following week. 
 
Non-Negotiables 
At St Andrew’s, we believe that children deserve the best education. Our staff deliver high quality DSR 
sessions which promote and encourage a love of reading. For this to be successful we have our non-
negotiables which are: 
 

• Staff ensure that they have read the books they are teaching prior to the lesson 
• Story introductions must happen before children read the book themselves 
• Fortnightly DSR progress meeting and CPD training for all reading mentors 
• Tracker sheets are completed weekly 
• On a Friday all books and whiteboards are ready for the following week before staff go home 
• Grab bags are out on the tables and adults use these daily to support independence and give 

• clear and precise feedback to children on their reading 
• While children are reading, the adults circulate around the group listening to them read 
• Day 5 verbal questions must be discussed, and all children must have an opportunity to give their 

answers and reasons where appropriate 
• Adults check all resources are packed away at the end of the session. 

 
KS2 Reading  
In KS2, children are taught using whole class guided reading. The children use high-quality, age appropriate 
texts – this is often either a class novel which is linked to their topic learning, or a standalone piece of text 
relevant to what the children are learning in other lessons (for example, a non-fiction report, a poem, a 
newspaper, a short story extract with a similar theme to their class text etc).  
 
Children use Reading VIPERS to practice key skills in reading comprehension activities. See below for 
example questions used when using VIPERS.  



 

 

 
Children don’t simply answer comprehension questions in reading lessons. A class explores a novel in depth 
and uses a range of activities to immerse themselves in the text. This can include role play, performance, 
artistic responses to a text, justifying viewpoints through class debate and discussion, hot seating just to 
mention a few.  
 
Reading is also a fundamental part of our curriculum coverage and there are countless opportunities for the 
children to use their reading skills across the curriculum. Children also have regular opportunities to read 
aloud in the classroom to adults and also to their peers.  
 
SSR (Silent Sustained Reading) 
Children in KS2 also take part in daily SSR sessions. During this time, children read a text of their choosing. 
This could include novels, newspapers, magazines, articles, fiction and non-fiction texts. The children aim to 
increase their reading stamina and focus by gradually extending the time that they can focus on a text 
without allowing themselves to be distracted. The children respond to their reading in their reading 
journals with a short response to reading task. This could involve writing a sentence or two in response to a 
given question from the class teacher.  
 
KS2 Assessment  
Children are assessed regularly as part of day to day teaching. They also complete more formal assessments 
of their reading ability.  
 

• All children in KS2 complete termly NFER tests in reading to assess their independent reading 
comprehension levels. The analysis of these tests informs teacher assessment and planning for the 
following term. They also help to further identify children at risk of falling behind in their 
independent reading.  

• Salford Reading Tests – we also complete the Salford Reading test with all KS2 children annually. We 
retest those who are identified as reading at a level below their chronological age termly following 
intervention and further support in class.  



 

 

• In Year 6, children also have the opportunity to complete occasional practice SATS papers to 
develop their test stamina and exam technique. They will not complete these any more often that 
once a half term unless children need additional practice.  

 
Home-School Link  
Children are expected to read at home each night and record this in their reading journals when they come 
into school the next morning. Parents can also log their child’s reading using Marvellous Me! Parents are 
communicated with regularly to celebrate successes and to discuss strategies to support any children at risk 
of falling behind as well as celebrating successes.  
 
Supporting our pupils  
All children will be appropriately supported and challenged by teachers and support staff using scaffolding, 
verbal support and/or extension challenges for the most able. Across KS1 and KS2, any child identified as 
reading below their chronological age will read regularly with an adult and will be supported with high-
quality interventions such as Lexia. In addition, children who do not meet the required standard in the 
phonics check at the end of Year 1, will continue in small phonics groups in year 2 and they will be 
rescreened.  
 
If there are children who are consistently struggling to retain knowledge and develop their reading ability, 
they may be identified for additional support. This could be by going over their learning again as a small 
group with additional adults or using more specialist interventions. Specialist intervention will be referred 
to the SENCO and will only be considered after quality first teaching strategies have been exhausted. This 
will facilitate those children receiving any help they require in order to attain the standards of achievement 
expected within their year group. 
 


